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EDITORIALS 


When Truth Becomes 
Sacred 


“When truth becomes something sacred for us, 
it is then that it can create martyrs.” These are 
the words of Bishop Eivind Jose of Berggrav the 
heroic leader of the Norwegian Church. When 
the Germans first took over Norway Primate 
Berggrav sought to cooperate with them in the in- 
terest of order. But here as elsewhere Hitler’s 
promises were broken. Quisling supplanted the 
King, dissolved the Storting, and ordered the 
Church to revise its Common Prayer. Berggrav 
resigned his offices, was arrested, and has spent 
two years in solitary confinement behind barbed 
wire. His stand has, however, resulted in the re- 
birth of the Norwegian Church. In the ringing 
words of Aulen of Sweden, “Berggrav’s spirit has 
gone free through closed doors and has witnessed 
that God’s words bear no chain.” 


Said Berggrav: ‘‘God’s peace . . . is not some- 
thing finished and done with . .. not ours to 
keep forever. The peace is won by accompanying 
God into the battle. It is then it grows, becomes 
new and real . . . God made us Norwegian... 
He did not put you into uniform and destroy 
your individuality. He will save you and liberate 
you. All Christians in this land are now facing 
in the same direction.” 


When the Nazis rose to power even the learned 
Jew, Albert Einstein, was forced to admit that 
“only the churehes stood squarely across the path 
of Hitler.” Niemoller in Germany, De Jong and 
Klaas Schilder in Holland, Monk in Denmark, 
Damaskinos in Greece, van Roey in Belgium, 
Hlond in Poland, Berggrav in Norway with the 
host of their less conspicuous followers are the 
heroes of God in Europe today. 


This is a tremendous change from the Europe 
of yesterday. A century ago Pusey of Oxford 
was lamenting that the men of faith are sacrificed 
with impunity to those who have none. And 
Kierkegaard complained: “Just as a toothless old 
man is reduced to mumbling through his gums, 
so modern discourse about Christianity has lost 
the vigour that can come only, from an ener- 
getically sustained terminology, and the whole ix 
reduced to a toothless twaddle.” 





Shall we see a like change in America? Of 
course, we are not placed in concentration camps 
or in solitary confinement for our faith. But the 
English word martyr is simply a transliteration of 
a Greek word which is translated witness. It is to 
be feared that many today are more afraid of 
standing alone than of compromising with error. 
The charge of isolationism is hurled at those who 
dare to insist on the integrity of the Christian 
faith. Yet today in Europe, as through the ages, it 
is those who dare to stand alone that preserve 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints. We 
rejoice that men insist with Albert Ritschl on 
the Divine quality of Jesus life. Surely He went 
about doing good. But to stop there as though that 
were an adequate Gospel is to omit, the essential 
Deity, the Preexistence, the Virgin Birth, the 
miracles, the substitutionary atonement, the actual 
Resurrection, the Intercession, and the Return of 
our Lord. 


When the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America appointed to head one of its two com- 
missions on a Just and Durable Peace that promi- 
nent educator who had served as Chairman of 
the Laymen’s Inquiry which issued Rethinking 
Missions it acted as though the American Churches 
did not regard truth as sacred. Our own General 
Assembly condemned Rethinking Missions as “re- 
jecting missions and crucifying Christ afresh.” 
Our General Assembly asked the Federal Couneil 
to place itself on the basis of the World Council 
which accepts Christ as God and as Saviour. In 
reply the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council interpreted its doctrinal basis as affirming 
the Deity of Christ in terms of historic Christianity, 
and stated its purpose that its spokesmen hew 
to this line. In disregard of this answer to our 
General Assembly the Federal Council now a> 
points to leadership that man who wrote the @ 
upon our Christian faith and upon the character 
of our missionaries in Rethinking Missions a0 
who has since clearly stated his own difference 
from the doctrine of the Deity of Christ as held in 
historic Christianity in his volume, Living 
ligions and a World Faith, p. 282 with footnote. 


No, truth has not yet become sacred in Amerits 
But we are not downcast—we hope in God. With 
the Psalmist and with John Knox we remembe! 
the years of God’s right hand. The Lord Christ 
at the right hand of the Father can bring us 
from our casual indifference to doctrine a 
make truth sacred in America. And when 


ov = 


as om ot at tere oa ee ms ee oe SoS” oe moerwo oOo fw st oe eo co'mw ot we PP sto Ww 


— ee ee aS 








Apr. 1945 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 3 





in becomes vmaeingy will — a and 
: be martyrs, here as well as in Europe. 
_epiahaaimaaaia —_wm.C.k. 
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The Shrine Issue 
In Korea 


In 1937 our Foreign Missions’ Committee sent 
our Executive Secretary to Korea to examine into 
the shrine issue. Dr. Darby Fulton, who was born 
in Japan and speaks that language like a native, 
went into this matter from every angle, and put 
his carefully formulated and effectively docu- 
mented conclusion into published from in his 
Star in the East. This carefully considered and 
well weighed conclusion has received the en- 
thusiastic commendation of the Southern Presby- 
trian Church at Montreat Conferences and 
through mission study groups all over the Church. 


Convinced that Shinto Shrine Worship was a re- 
ligious act in violation of both the first and the 
second commandments, Dr. Fulton took upon his 
own shoulders the responsibility of closing our 
mission schools and of thus refusing any and all 
cooperation with the Japanese State Shinto. By 
this heroic decision he lifted the Banner of Christ 
against the paganism of Imperial Shinto even as 
Martin Niemoller lifted the same Banner against 
the Nazi paganism on the other side of the world. 
Dr. Fulton’s act received the full support of the 
Southern Presbyterians and the Australian Pres- 
byterians in Korea and the enthusiastic support 
of two-thirds of the missionaries of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., laboring there. 


However, Dr. Willis Lamott, a Director of 
the USA Board of Foreign Missions and later of 
their Board of Christian Education, published an 
article defending Shrine Worship. Moreover, one 
of their leading missionaries in Korea, from whom 
better things were expected, spoke in different 
parts of Korea in the interest of compromise, and 
some of the USA school properties were turned 
over to Koreans knowing that they would practise 
Shrine Worship. 


Today our Foreign Mission leaders are deeply 
concerned over a recent appointment of that Pres- 
byterian, U.S.A. missionary who took the lead 
in advocating compromise with Shinto Worship to 
represent the Korean missions at Chunking, China. 
The East Asia Committee of the Foreign Missions’ 
Conference of North America approved the send- 
ing of one missionary to act as liaison man for all 
the Korean missions at the capitol of Free China. 
This appointment was authorized, subject to ap- 
proval of the man by the several boards working 
in Korea. Then the appointment was made without 
waiting for our Executive Committee to act, so 
that before our vote was in the missionary appoint- 
ed was circulating our Korean missionaries asking 

elr support. 


Our Executive Committee has expressed to the 
Committee on East Asia our dissatisfaction with 
and protest of their whole handling of the matter, 
and has dissociated itself from this action of the 

Asia Committee. In the name of the host of 
loyal missionaries to Korea from our Church, from 
the Australian, and from the USA Church we 
heartily endorse the action of our Executive Com- 


mittee. Yes, in the name of the thousands of 
American Marines, soldiers and sailors who have 
given or are jeopardizing their lives for the de- 
struction of Japanese totalitarianism which erects 
this Shinto Shrine Worship we protest being repre- 
sented at Chunking by a spokesman of compro- 
mise. Dr. Darby Fulton has raised the flag of the 
sanctity of the first and of the second com- 
mandments in the land of Chosen. May God send 
our missionaries back to fly that banner as vic- 
toriously there as MacArthur is again flying 
Old Glory over Corregidor. —Wm.C.R.: 





= 
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Robert A. Dunn 


It is quite a privilege to express a word of 
appreciation for God’s gift to North Carolina and 
to the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
in the life of His servant, Robert A. Dunn. “Bob” 
Dunn was my Father’s friend, as Acting Moderator 
of the Session he signed letters recommending 
both of my sons to the care of Presbytery as 
candidates for the minister, he was a most ju- 
dicious and helpful adviser in the work I sought 
to do as Supply Pastor of his Church. 


There are two passages of Scripture which are 
peculiarly fitting to describe the life of Dr. Dunn. 
God’s care over his life is accurately portrayed 
in the ninety-first Psalm. He dwelt in the secret 
place of the Most High. God’s truth was his 
shield and buckler. A thousand of his contempo- 
raries fell at Mr. Dunn’s side while God satisfied 
him with a long life and showed him His sal- 
vation. And the response which Robert Dunn 
made to God’s gracious care over him is well ex- 
pressed in the last chapter of Second Timothy. 
Like the Apostle he fought a good fight, he fin- 
ished his course with a victory’s stride, he kept 
the faith, and at the day of the Lord’s Coming 
he shall receive the crown of righteousness. He 
was one “Whose faith and works were bells of 
full accord.” 


The Charlotte Observer has recognized this 
great citizen in these appropriate words: “Dr. 
Robert A. Dunn belonged to the nobility—the 
nobility of the great who are great because of 
their goodness. For much of his long life he has 
moved in this community with a majestic dignity 
of carriage. People more than merely admired 
him. They respected him to the point of veneration. 
It was his goodness which inspired them, the 
cleanliness of his life, the soft refinement of 
his nature, the high range of his deeds ... He 
kept himself unspotted from the world ... He 
carried his Christian ideals wheresoever he went, 
whether to the bank of which he was president for 
so many years, whether to the business house 
that bears his name as the oldest firm in Char- 
lotte, or whether to his home or within the circle 
of his friends and acquaintances, and certainly 
to his Church toward which he manifested a pro- 
found fidelity.” 


In his last months the burden of his prayers 
had passed from petition into adoration. As he 
knelt for the evening prayer his heart overflowed 
in praise of the Being, the loveliness, the precious- 
ness of our Lord and Saviour in Himself. Through 
a long life, God had manifested Himself to this 
son and the response of a loyal and devoted heart 
was love for the richness and fullness of our 
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Lord’s own gracious nature and heart and work... 
love to God, our Saviour, for His own sake. 


Mr. Dunn served as a member and as Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees of the General As- 
sembly, as a member and as President of the 
Board of Trustees of Davidson College, as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of Union Theological 
Seminary, and as a member of the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. In 
1931 he was given the unique honor of being 
elected Moderator of our General Assembly. In 
every place of responsibility Dr. Dunn met his 
duties in the fear of God. When a man against 
whom charges were preferred expressed regret 
and asked another chance Dunn granted it. When 
it seemed to him that a Board was not meeting 
its responsibilities he resigned from it. When he 
thought that our Church needed to be called back 
to her mornings he gave his name, his financial 
support and his influence to help the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal fly the banners of our faith 
and left the Journal a greatly appreciated bequest 
in his will. Thus with his help the testimony for 
the things in which Mr. Dunn believed will con- 
tinue after his death. 


An American airman recently returned from 
China was asked if he knew Colonal Robert Scott, 
the author of God is My Co-pilot. “No”, was the 
reply, “but when new men come to join Chen- 
nault’s force they are taken to a billet and shown 
a card over one bunk with this inscription: Robert 
Scott slept here.” “Now’’, we are told, “live up to 
that!” To the business associates as they gather 
in the Burrell-Dunn Drug Company, to the bank- 
ers as they come together for their directors’ 
meeting, to the ruling elders as they meet in the 
Session of the First Presbyterian Church, to the 
directors of the several educational institutions 
which he served, one may properly say: Robert 
Dunn sat here. Now live up to that! 


“To you from falling hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high.” 
—Wm.C.R. 


Another Promise 


Proven True 


Vernon W. Patterson, Jr., of the 397th Infantry, 
was reported missing in action in a battle fought 
with the Germans in the Vosges Mountains on 
November 19. His parents in Charlotte, N. C., 
were notified on December 4. Mr. Patterson, an 
elder in the First Church, was led to anchor in 
this text: 


“Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a 
God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I 


fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 
23 :23-24. 


Meanwhile from the other side of the world 
Vernon’s twin brother, Virgil, wrote back to his 
parents to hold on to the text they had used so 
much as little children: “Have faith in God.” 


Now after three months of walking by faith and 
being constant in prayer the Charlotte home is 
made glad by the announcement that Vernon, Jr., 
is alive and safe, a prisoner of war. 


From the thankful heart of Vernon’s father 
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comes this testimony: “Praise the Lord! Literally 
He lifted him out of the very jaws of death. Hy 
covered his head in the day of battle, and sheltered 
him under His wings.” 


The Great Freedom 


The “four freedoms” look attractive but we 
believe they are a cruel delusion which can neyer 
be obtained by the fiat of men or nations. It was 
heartening to read a recent article by Channi 
Pollock in which he showed that “Freedom from 
Want” is, in itself not the blessing some would 
think. Take from man the sense of need and yoy 
may have damned his soul. The very essence of 
Christianity is a dependence on God, not only for 
salvation from sin but also looking to Him for 
material needs. 


But the Christian Church does have, thru Jesus 
Christ, a freedom to offer, and the great task of 
the Church is to present that freedom—the free. 
dom from the guilt and penalty of sin. 


Men and nations have passed across the stage 
of world events, and the political and national 
ideologies they represent have varied and will 
continue to vary. The One Who has remained the 
same is God and His redeeming love in Christ 
Jesus. One may possess in the fullest measure all 
that the “four freedoms” can offer and still go 
to hell. The one thing needful is the freedom 
which comes through Christ alone. 


The Church, the custodian of this message, 
should ponder her course well before she fritters 
away time and opportunity on lesser things. Con- 
cern for the social and economic welfare of the 
peoples of the world is worthy when placed in 
proper relationship to the greater need—know- 
ing Jesus Christ as personal Savior. Let us main- 
tain this relationship at all times and make the 
heart and circumference of our activities to know 
Christ and make Him known. —L.N.B. 


in 


Can Evil Be Decreed 
To Be Good? 


The next meeting of the General Assembly is 
faced with making a decision which may have 
far-reaching effect on the spiritual life and testi 
mony of our Church? The question is this; Shall 
we, for the sake of expediency, because many of 
our young people engage in the practice, place 
our approval on the modern dance and call it 
good? 





At the last Assembly a request was made for 
the Assembly to express its attitude towards the 
modern dance. Instead of acting immediately, % 
it well could have done, the Assembly referred 
the matter to the Permanent Committee on Soc 
and Moral Welfare and the report of this Com 
mittee will come before the Assembly for action. 


What that report is to be we do not know. We 
can but hope that the zeal for social and pol 
righteousness shown by this Committee in 
past, and of which we in the main approve, ma) 
be equalled in their report on this moral issue 
which we consider of infinitely deeper significant 
to the future spiritual welfare of our Chureh. 
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We would gladly let the matter rest until this 
report is issued and presented to our Assembly 
hut we dare not do so because the question has 
already been compromised in our Church and may 
be compromised yet again. 


The March 5th issue of the “Presbyterian Out- 
look,” giving a resume of the report to the Trus- 
tees of Davidson College has in it this paragraph, 
—“Though a few vigorous protests followed last 
year’s decision permitting dancing on the cam- 
pus under faculty supervision, nothing but praise 
for the innovation has been heard in Davidson 
tireles recently. Soon the college “Y” is to spon- 
sor a dance which will give non-fraternity men 
social privileges formerly enjoyed only by fra- 
ternities.” 


Here we have a frank statement that the mod- 
em dance offers a “social privilege” worthy of 
sponsorship by an organization bearing the name 
Christian. 


And now there has just come to hand a ques- 
tionaire sent out to certain ministers and wives 
by the editors of the “Presbyterian Outlook” ask- 
ing eight specific questions regarding their atti- 
tude to modern dancing, pro and con. 


Speaking as a layman, and as a physician in 
contact with thousands of young people from 
every walk of life, and under circumstances rarely 
encountered by the minister the writer would say 
with all the vigor and emphasis possible that the 
modern dance and liquor are more responsible for 
moral delinquency, (juvenile and adult) than any- 
thing else in America. Making every allowance for 
the purity of motive and life of some who may 
engage in such dancing, the fact remains that it 
offers and encourages freedoms between the sexes 
which tragically only too often lead to impurity 
and laxness of thought and action. 


Ministers and Church officers have permitted 
compromise to creep into their homes in this 
matter. We are now in very real danger of having 
our Assembly place some form of approval on 
that which is evil. This is no place or time for 
compromise. Worldly conformity is already sapping 
the vital witness of Christianity from Protestanism. 
The trend today is towards laxness in moral 

Books, magazines and moving pictures 
Present vice in an attractive way only the in- 
genuity of Satan himself could contrive. 


Men and women of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, are we to jeopardize the spiritual testi- 
mony and power of the Church which we love 


— our consciences for compromises already 


How can we hope for a revival, for a soul-win- 
ung ministry, for the Church to wield the spiritual 
power in the community and the nation which i 
ould, when we compromise with the world in 
~ of the flesh? The “Cost of Discipleship” 
out which we recently studied in the Sunday 
001 lesson, certainly entails the abstaining 
m all appearance of evil. Until we can invite 
to our dances, dancing has no place in the 
—L.N.B. 
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Our Lord’s Prayer For 
Christian Unity 
All who have allowed the notion of ecclesiastical 
union to become an obsession quote frequently the 
petition in our Lord’s high priestly prayer for 
the unity of His followers. Two verses containing 
this prayer are found in the eleventh and twenty- 
first verses of the seventeenth chapter of the 
Gospel According to St. John. It is very important 
that we understand for what the Saviour was 
interceding when He prayed “that they all may 


be one even as thou Father art in me and I in 
thee.” 


We have read a number of interpretations of 
this petition and have found that the sanest and 
most satisfactory one comes from Professor R. C. 
H. Lenski in his recent book, “The Interpretation 
of St. John’s Gospel.” After discussing the gram- 
matical construction of this petition in the original 
Greek, Dr. Lenski offers the following exegesis: 
“We believers can be one with each other only 
by each of us and all of us being one with the 
Father and Jesus. Union with God and with Christ 
makes us a unit within ourselves .. . We have no 
Christ and no God without the Word and no one- 
ness within ourselves without the Word. On the 
other hand the more we have of the Word in our 
hearts by faith and thus also ruling us in our lives 
the more perfect is our oneness. Being spiritual 
and mystical this union is of necessity invisible 
and does not consist of any form of outward 
organization ... We are as much one with each 
other and with God and with Christ as we believe, 
teach, live and confess all that is contained within 
the Word. Every deviation in doctrine, life, and 
practice from the Word mars and disrupts our 
oneness and hinders the fulfillment of Jesus’ pray- 
er. Those rend the Church who deviate from any 
part of the Word. Also those who demand things 
other than the Word demands. Those permit Jesus’ 
prayer to be fulfilled in them who bring every 
thought and every act of theirs into subjection to 
the Word. ‘That they may be one’ means one in 
the Word. ‘That also they may be in us’ means in 
us through and by the Word. Thus Jesus prayed.” 
(Italics ours). Once more in this penetrating exe- 
gesis Dr. Lenski adds: “What stirs the world is 
not our faith, but our faith arrayed as a unit be- 
hind the Word. This oneness of faith, voicing the 
Word, adhering to it in every part and obeying its 
every precept, is bound to act powerfully upon 
the world. The greater our oneness in the Word, 
the greater our victories in the world.” 


Another practical interpreter of this petition of 
our Lord is Dr. Charles R. Erdman. Discussing 
this passage often cited by professional promoters 
of the union of churches, he stated that this one- 
ness of believers referred to something quite 
different and far more wonderful than the “church 
unity,” the “united Christendom,” the “organic 
union” to which it is commonly supposed to refer. 
He recognized that it belonged to a different 
category and a more elevated region. Then he 
remarked, “It contemplates a spiritual unity which 
must be given visible expression but which in its 
essence consists of a union with Christ and through 
Him with God. The prayer was given its initial 
answer on the Day of Pentecost and by the Holy 
Spirit believers were ‘baptized into one body’ so 
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Paul does not pray for ‘church unity’ but insists 
that it already exists even now ‘and is one body’, 
composed of all who are united with Christ as 
there is ‘one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all’.”” He also 
pointed out that there is little hope and perhaps 
no reasonable desire for unity of organization and 
“certainly not if this unity of organization has 
to be secured by compulsion or by the sacrifice 
of conviction.” (Italics ours). 


If these two trustworthy interpreters are to 
be followed, then all organizations who depreciate 
the Word of God in any way, even though con- 
tinually harping on the subject of church union. 
are not helping to fulfill this petition of Christ 
but rather retarding its fulfillment. On the other 
hand all who are laboring to bring the church 
of Christ to “the unity of the faith’ and loyalty 
to His Word are engaged in securing the fulfill- 
ment of this petition. This matter should be clearly 
kept in mind as many are endeayoring to propa- 
gate the opposite idea which is false and mislead- 
ing. 


We like the way one of the puritans explained 
this petition. He said our Lord prayed that His 
servants “might be one in their testimony to 
Christ.” He said “the harmony of the evangelists 
and the concurrence of the first preachers of the 
gospel are due to this prayer. Let them be not only 
of one heart, but one mouth, speaking the same 
thing. The unity of gospel-ministers is both the 
beauty and strength of the gospel-interest.” 


It is remarkable that many of the men who 
quote this text criticize us who believe in the 
inspiration of the Bible saying we are guilty of 
slavish reverence to the “words”. They claim it 
is the spirit of the text which is important. This 
rule should be applied to the verse under con- 
sideration. It is obvious that it has absolutely no 





bearing upon ecclesiastical union. - 


When our Lord prayed for His followers He 
asked that “they might be one as we are one,” 
What sort of unity is in the God-head?God is , 
Trinity and is a union of three Personalities jy 
one God. The Holy Spirit does not lose His identity 
because He is one in and with the Father. Nor does 
the Son forfeit any of His individuality because 
He is God. The Unity of the Deity is the unity 
of diversity being three in one. 


In that exact manner our Lord prayed for the 
oneness of His followers. As a matter of fact, 
there is a closer tie between Presbyterians and 
Methodists who believe in the full revelation of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ than there is in 
men of the same denomination who disagree on 
the fundamentals of the Faith. Presbyterians of 
like mind are “one” in Christ whether they operate 
under the same General Assembly or not. If we 
are to pursue the argument of the politically am. 
bitious church leaders to the final climax there 
should be no denominations. “Oneness” according 
to their interpretation would demand a single, 
large, unwieldy, organization made up of all 
Protestants dominated, of course, by the agitators 
for organic union and taking orders from the 
central authority. By this process we would ex- 
change government by Presbyters for the rule of 
an Episcopate and a Protestant College of 
Cardinals would become inevitable. 


This prayer of our Lord, therefore, was never 
intended to be used as an excuse to erect a vast 
religious “trust’? which would result in reducing 
the effective results of evangelism. It is our honest 
conviction that the purpose for which Christ both 
died and rose again and the interest of His king- 
dom would be retarded rather than promoted by 
this forced amalgamation. —J.R.R. 





U. S. A. Presbyterian Monthly Argues Against 
Plan Of Reunion 


The Presbyterian Tribune, U.S.A. Presbyterian Church monthly, published in Utica, N. Y., carries the 
following editorial in its March, 1945, issue. We are reprinting it in full in order that our readers may 
know how a large number of our U.S.A. brethren look upon.this Plan of Reunion “so harmoniously enter- 
ed into by the Committee representing these two churches.” We urge all our readers to take the time to 
give this editorial a careful reading in order. that they may get both the facts herein stated and the implt- 


cation of these facts. 


Continuing o ur ques- 
tions regarding the Plan 
for the reunion of the 
of the Presbyterian Churches in the U.S.A. and in 
the U. S., we first correct an error-in the editorial 
on this subject in The Presbyterian Tribune for 
January. The writer of this ought to have known 
better, but the mistake is not. material. The Pres- 
byterian Church in the. U.S.A. has in the South 
not only two synods composed of Negro churches 
and presbyteries, as was said, but four such sy- 
nods, Atlantic, Blue Ridge, Canadian, Catawba. All 
have the historical origin which was described in 
January. None is designated as racial, and there is 
no explicit or implied condition to the ‘effect that 


More Questions About 
Church Union 


—H.B.D. 


their racial character is permanent. The vital im 
portance of what is here involved justifies ‘the te 
petition that the Plan proposes to fasten racial 
discrimination into the constitution of the reun 
church by _ establishing permanently and un 
changeably two synods designated “Negro. The 
General Assembly of our church in 1944 adopted 
the following: “That the General Assembly ae 
its hope that in furtherance of the practice © 
Christian brotherhood throughout the Church, 
due time all synods and presbyteries become rach 
ally inclusive.” Is it not extraordinary r 
church should now be asked to consider a prope 
which, not to mention -its essentially unc 
nature, flatly repudiates a declaration of the 
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General Assembly, a declaration known to com- 
mand general assent in the church? 


A question of the highest possible importance is 
raised by a statement regarding church union in 
the proposed Form of Government for the re- 
ynited church. Among the powers granted to the 
General Assembly is “to unite with other ecclesi- 
gstical bodies whose organization is conformed to 
the doctrine and order of this church.” (Plan, 103). 
Our present Form of Government lays no bonds 
on the General Assembly in such matters. In plain 
English, the words quoted restrict the General As- 
sembly and therefore the church to union with 
Presbyterian churches. Furthermore it is particu- 
larly provided in the proposed Form of Govern- 
ment that the section concerning the powers of 
the General Assembly can be changed only by “the 
approval in writing of a majority of the presby- 
teries in each of the six Areas” into which it is 
proposed to divide the church. (Plan, 143). 


The unbelievable nature of all this calls for re- 
petition. It is proposed that our church enter into 
a church which will declare that it will unite only 
with Presbyterian churches, and will thus declare 
by an instrument which cannot be changed if a 
majority of the presbyteries in one area, a small 
minority of all the presbyteries, objects. Does not 
language fail before a proposal that a Christian 
church in these days of growing Christian unity 
should take such a position? The Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. has repeatedly through its 
General Assembly shown its willingness to con- 
sider union with all evangelical Christian churches. 
In 1918 the Assembly said that the time had come 
for “organic union of the evangelical churches of 
North America.” In 1930-1932 our General As- 
sembly had under consideration union with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which was not con- 
formed to our order. Now, through the Commission 
of Church Co-operation and Union, our church is 
carrying on negotiations with the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church which seek union. This church is not 
conformed to our order; the main problem of 
union here is precisely that of bringing into one 
two Christian churches differing in order. 


Does the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
after this record, desire a constitution for the re- 
united church which will say to the Christian 
world, while the tide of Christian unity is rising 
all around, that the General Assembly of this 
church has power to unite only with Presbyterian 
churches? To ask the question is to answer it. We 
ask further, what would be the effect of retention 
of this feature of the Plan on the negotiations be- 
tween our church and the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, which have been carried on for several 
years with the cordial approval of both churches 
and with good hope. Does our church wish to do 
anything which would discourage these efforts for 


tian union? To ask this question also is to 
answer it. 


Another question of the highest importance con- 
cerns the composition of the General Council and 
the Permanent Judicial Commission of the re- 
united church, The preface to the Plan prepared 
by the representatives of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U, S. in order to commend it to their church 
says “the South will ... have one-third of the 
members at large of the General Council ... and 
one-third of the personnel of the Permanent Ju- 
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dicial Commission, although the membership from 
the South in the reunited church will be only ap- 
proximately one-fifth.” (Plan, ix). The members 
of these two bodies are to be chosen from the 
Areas, and the two Southern Areas are to elect 
one third of each. (Plan, 133-34, 184-85). Further- 
more, the proposed Form of Government provides 
that this can never be changed, except by “the 
approval in writing of a majority of the presby- 
teries in each of the six Areas.” (Plan, 143). Thus 
these two bodies which have such great power are 
to be permanently and unchangeably constituted 
on an unrepresentative and undemocratic basis, 
giving to one geographic part of the church a dis- 
proportionate amount of control. Will not this be 
a constant cause of discontent and protest in the 
larger part of the church which is unfairly treated? 
bt > arrangement conduce to a harmonious 
church? 


In this connection let us note that according to 
the “Concurrent Declarations’ the General 
Council during the first four years of the reunited 
church is to have twenty-one members at large, 
twelve of whom are to be former members of the 
U.S.A. Church and nine former members of the 
U. S. Church. Thus for four years one-fifth of the 
church is to have three-sevenths of these members. 
Something is to be said for such inequality while 
union is being consolidated. This is quite different 
from the permanent injustice which is to go into 
effect after these four years. This injustice is posi- 
tively dangerous regarding the Permanent Judicial 
Commission. This body is nearly related to the 
unity and liberty of the church, because at any 
time it may give a judgment affecting the church’s 
doctrinal position. If judgment in this field can be 
given by an unrepresentative Commission, will 
this bode well for the church? 


Our last question, like that of Negro synods, is 
really no question. The Plan provides for the addi- 
tion to the constitutional question at ordination re- 
garding the Confession of Faith of these now no- 
torious words: “and do you further promise that 
if at any time you find yourself out of accord with 
any of the fundamentals of this system of doc- 
trine, you will on your own initiative, make known 
to your presbytery the change which has taken 
place in your views since the assumption of this 
ordination vow?” (Plan, 122). This addition was 
before the presbyteries of our church in 1943-44 
and was voted down. The adverse majority was 
small because this proposal was hidden away in a 
long and otherwise meritorious proposed revision 
of the Form of Government regarding candidates 
for the ministry, licensure, ordination and installa- 
tion. It is certain that if this addition had come 
before the presbyteries alone it would have been 
rejected by a larger vote. Ninety presbyteries sent 
to the last General Assembly overtures expressing 
their opposition to the addition. 


But here it comes again in the Plan. Further- 
more, incredible as it may seem, a corresponding 
addition is proposed for the question used at the 
ordination of elders and deacons. (Plan, 105). It 
ought to be said that the Plan was framed before 
the action of the presbyteries on the addition was 
reported, so that this was not known to the repre- 
sentatives of our church who participated in the 
framing. We have no doubt that those who repre- 
sent our church in further consideration of the 
Plan will be governed by the action of the presby- 
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teries. But since comment on the Plan is desired, 
it will do no harm and will strengthen the hands 
of the representatives of our church if our min- 
isters express themselves about this proposed ad- 
dition. It is worse in the Plan than when it was 
voted down, because of the wholly indefensible in- 
clusion in its legalism and suspicion of elders and 
deacons. 


In general we urge that our ministers, to whom 
the Plan has been sent for study, do study it and 
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discuss it and send to the Office of the Genera 
Assembly their comments on any parts of it, In 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. there is much 
discussion of the Plan in public speech and jp 
print and in private. In the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. little has been said or heard about 
this most important proposal which has been be. 
fore the church in recent years. Our represents. 
tives in this matter will be greatly helped if they 
hear from our ministers. —R.HN, 


An Experience In Soul Winning 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* 


The experience that I am now undertaking to 
relate occured some three or four years after I 
began my first pastorate. I came to know Ed 
Dugan (I am calling him this, though this is not 
his name) through his wife and daughter who 
were members of the church that I was serving 
as pastor in Florence, S. C. When I first knew 
him, he was clerking in a grocery store. I learned 
that he had been practically reared in a bar room, 
but when saloons were voted out under Governor 
Tillman and the South Carolina Dispensary was 
established, Ed left the bar room and went to 
work in a grocery store. He was never known to 
attend a church service. His wife being a Chris- 
tian woman was concerned about him and urged 
me to talk with him. At that time I was, being 
a 7a minister, utterly inexperienced in such 
work, 


Let me say here that this experience was of. 


great value to me for it taught me a lesson. 
At that time in my life nothing pleased me more 
than an argument about religion. I was ready to 
argue with anyone about being religious. I learned 
from this experience that arguments do more 
harm than good and that, there are but four 
things of importance in our work of winning souls 
first witness bearing, second prayer, third the work 
of God’s Spirit, fourth the Word of God. 


I called and found him a very pleasant quiet 
sort of fellow who made it difficult to argue with 
because he agreed with everything I said. I 
urged him to attend church and did what I could 
to show him the way of salvation. It had not 
the slightest effect upon him. During the next 
two years he attended church once, being a pall 
bearer at a funeral. As time passed on I found 
myself coming to the conclusion that he was a 
hopeless case. I even ceased to pray for him. 
After probably a year, during which time I com- 
pletely neglected him, he called me one morning 
and asked me to come to see him at once. He 
was no longer a clerk in the large grocery store 
but now was conducting a small grocery busi- 
ness for himself. I hurried to his store. He was 
behind the counter waiting on a young woman. 
As soon as she left he came out and, evidently 
under great stress and excitement, he said to me, 
“I called you because I am in despair. I am a 
lost soul and unless you pray for me, I am hope- 
lessly lost.” I was shocked to smell whiskey on 
him so strong that it almost made my head swim. 


I said, “Mr. Dugan, I am always ready to pray for 
you, but you are drunk. You do not know what 
you are saying. I will come back and see you 
when you are sober and are competent to act as 
an intelligent man.” 


Mr. Dugan was about six foot two and probably 
weighed 220 pounds. He took hold of me by the 
shoulders and said, “You are going to pray for 
me now,” and he started to the back end of his 
store dragging me with him. He dropped down 
behind the counter and there was fat salt meat 
piled up on the side of the counter, and the floor 
was full of salt fat and grease. He dropped on 
his knees, and with the pressure of his powerful 
grasp I also went to my knees. I confess that | 
did not feel like praying. I believed that he was 
drunk. There was silence for a few moments and 
he said, “My God! pray for me. I am lost and 
going to hell.” I prayed. Then I said to him, “Now 
you pray.” He replied, “I can’t.” “I have not 
prayed in twenty-three years.” I said, “You are 
going to begin here today.” There was silence and 
it seemed to me that silence would never end. 
Then he began in a halting stumbling way to 
pray. I got up from the greasy floor disgusted. 
I said to him, “Ed, I still believe you are drunk 
and don’t know what you are doing. I am coming 
back here tomorrow morning, and I don’t want to 
smell any liquor on you when I come.” He said, 
“I have been drinking, but as you know I am not 
a drinking man. This sense of loss and ruin came 
on me when I was perfectly sober, and I drank 
whiskey hoping that I would get some relief. | 
still feel hopeless and know that I am lost.” My 
mental attitude changed after this statement and 
I said, “Continue to pray and I will pray for you 
and I will see you tomorrow morning.” 


The next morning I called early at his store 
and found him in the same depressed condition. | 
could detect no odor of whiskey. I said to him, 
“Well, I see you have not been drinking.” He 
said, ‘“‘No, I have not touched a drop, but I am 
still lost.” I said, “Now we will pray again.” | 
prayed then for him with all of the earnestness 
possible and then urged him to pray. His ap 
to God for mercy was pathetic and almost child- 
like. I talked with him and read some passages 
of Scripture. I told him to continue to pray and 
I would see him again the next morning. I 
him to have faith in Christ who came into this 
world to seek and to save that which was lost. 


The next morning I called early and when ! 
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entered the small shop I could see that his. prayers 
had been answered. His face was aglow. He 
grasped my hand and said, “My wife and I prayed 
yntil 2 o’clock last night, but I still felt that I was 
lost. Then suddenly the burden was lifted. | 
felt that the Lord stood by me and I knew that 
he had forgiven my sins and I was saved. I want 
to make a public profession of my faith and join 
the church.” I told him I would have the session 
meet at half past 10 o’clock Sunday morning and 
we would receive him into the church. He asked 
me about the method of proceedure and I told 
him that the Session would examine him and re- 
ceive him into the church. That then at the regu- 
lar church service he would make a public pro- 
fession of his faith and that the sacrament of 
baptism would be administered. He said, “I have 
been a great sinner and many people know it. I 
would like to confess my sin publicly before the 
congregation.” I told him that that was not 
usually done except by consenting to the questions 
that were asked. He said, “If you wouldn’t mind, 
] would like to add a word of my own.” I had 
never had occasion like this to , but I said 
to him, “You can speak if you desire.” 


The Session met and received him into the 
church on examination. Then when the congre- 
gation assembled, I asked the prescribed questions 
of our Book and I administered the sacrament 
of baptism. I then said, “If you have anything 
that you want to add to this, you may now speak.” 
Then this man who had never spoken in public in 
his life before—this man of little education—made 
8 brief and simple statement to the congregation 
that he had been a sinner and now he believed 
that he was saved by the mercy of Christ. 


From that day on he was a regular attendant 
at the church services, morning and night, the 
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Sunday school, and the prayer meeting service. 
About ‘two months passed and he-came to me and 
said, “I want to do something. I do not know 
what I could do. You know I am not a man of 
education. I am not able to teach or to pray .in 
public, but I want to do something. Can’t. you 
help me?” I said, “Ed, you know how to extend 
a hand of welcome to people, and you have now 
become a follower of Christ. You are a member 
of this church. When the church is open for serv- 
ices, you are a host in God’s house. Stand at the 
door and when people come in, especially strang- 
ers, give them a cordial welcome to worship in 
your Father’s house.” This suggestion ‘seemed 
to-give him great joy, and he was at the door at 
the opening and the closing of the services. Many 
of the congregation spoke to me about it and 
said it was a real pleasure to feel his warm 
handclasp and hearty welcome. He was elected 
deacon in the church, and until the day of his 
death, he was faithful in loyal devotion. to the 
church and to his Saviour. ; 


I have frequently thought of this experience 
and the outstanding fact in connection with it, as 
I see it, is that this man was saved by the direct 
operation of the Spirit of God. So far as I knew 
there was not the influence of a single human 
being that led him to salvation. It was not the 
witnessing of any believer. It is true that his 
godly wife had been praying for him. It is also 
true and it’s with shame that I confess it, that 
I had ceased to pray for him. But the Spirit of the 
Living God came to him, convicted him of sin, 
and he was born again. He was a new creature 
in Christ Jesus and served to the full extent of 
his ability, consecrating his time, his talents, and 
his treasure to the Lord. 


*Anniston, Ala. 





———- 
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What’s The Use Of Prayer? 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.° 


In Job 21:15 we find this question asked by the 
ungodly, “What profit should we have, if we pray 
unto him?” What’s the use of prayer? And it 
is Just as live a question today as it was then. 
The unbelieving have always answered it with a 
tolerant smile or a sneer of derision. And per- 
haps there are even believers who cannot give a 


satisfactory answer to it and who may even “have 
their doubts.” 


Maybe we had better begin by asking what 
prayer is. We might say that it is a child of God 
talking with his or her heavenly Father. Our great 
old Shorter Catechism says, “Prayer is an offering 
up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable 
‘0 His will, in the name of Christ, with confession 
of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of His 
mercies.” According to that, there are three parts 
© prayer. There is petition or asking God for 
vhat we need or desire. With some prayer is large- 

that; but it should be much more. There should 
¢ also confession of our sins in quest of His for- 
gveness and cleansing; and there should be thanks- 
sving or thanking Him for the blessings that He 

graciously bestowed upon us. 


What’s the use of prayer? Or why do we Christ- 


tians pray? One reason that we pray is that 


Prayer Is Entirely Reasonable. 


It is reasonable, first, because it is natural or 
characteristic of human nature. To see human 
nature in its essence, we must go to the little 
child; and we find that it is as natural] for a little 
child to pray as it is for him to talk with his 
mother. Again, we find that worship, the very 
essence of which is prayer, is universal, even 
among the most benighted, as evidenced by altars 
of worship everywhere. And once again, even the 
most wicked are brought to knees of prayer in the 
face of death. We see this in hospitals and peni- 
tentiaries. And we are told that “there are no 
atheists in fox holes’? — no atheists but men whose 
profanity gives place to prayer. Yes, prayer is rea- 
sonable, because it is natural: It is a law of our 
being, as eating and sleeping and breathing are 
laws of our being. The poet expresses it thus: 


“As a small bird lays its wings on the winds of 
the heavens, , 

So I lay my purpose and plan on the power of 
God 


As small plants strike their roots to. the depths 
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teries. But since comment on the Plan is desired, 
it will do no harm and will strengthen the hands 
of the representatives of our church if our min- 
isters express themselves about this proposed ad- 
dition. It is worse in the Plan than when it was 
voted down, because of the wholly indefensible in- 
clusion in its legalism and suspicion of elders and 
deacons. 


In general we urge that our ministers, to whom 
the Plan has been sent for study, do study it and 
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discuss it and send to the Office of the Genera] 
Assembly their comments on any parts of it, In 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. there is much 
discussion of the Plan in public speech and jp 
print and in private. In the Presbyterian Chur) 
in the U.S.A. little has been said or heard about 
this most important proposal which has been be. 
fore the church in recent years. Our represents. 
tives in this matter will be greatly helped if they 
hear from our ministers. —R.EN. 


An Experience In Soul Winning 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.° 


The experience that I am now undertaking to 
relate occured some three or four years after I 
began my first pastorate. I came to know Ed 
Dugan (I am calling him this, though this is not 
his name) through his wife and daughter who 
were members of the church that I was serving 
as pastor in Florence, S. C. When I first knew 
him, he was clerking in a grocery store. I learned 
that he had been practically reared in a bar room, 
but when saloons were voted out under Governor 
Tillman and the South Carolina Dispensary was 
established, Ed left the bar room and went to 
work in a grocery store. He was never known to 
attend a church service. His wife being a Chris- 
tian woman was concerned about him and urged 
me to talk with him. At that time I was, being 
a Sed minister, utterly inexperienced in such 
work, 


Let me say here that this experience was of. 


great value to me for it taught me a lesson. 
At that time in my life nothing pleased me more 
than an argument about religion. I was ready to 
argue with anyone about being religious. I learned 
from this experience that arguments do more 
harm than good and that, there are but four 
things of importance in our work of winning souls 
first witness bearing, second prayer, third the work 
of God’s Spirit, fourth the Word of God. 


I called and found him a very pleasant quiet 
sort of fellow who made it difficult to argue with 
because he agreed with everything I said. I 
urged him to attend church and did what I could 
to show him the way of salvation. It had not 
the slightest effect upon him. During the next 
two years he attended church once, being a pall 
bearer at a funeral. As time passed on I found 
myself coming to the conclusion that he was a 
hopeless case. I even ceased to pray for him. 
After probably a year, during which time I com- 
pletely neglected him, he called me one morning 
and asked me to come to see him at once. He 
was no longer a clerk in the large grocery store 
but now was conducting a small grocery busi- 
ness for himself. I hurried to his store. He was 
behind the counter waiting on a young woman. 
As soon as she left he came out and, evidently 
under great stress and excitement, he said to me, 
“I called you because I am in despair. I am a 
lost soul and unless you pray for me, I am hope- 
lessly lost.” I was shocked to smell whiskey on 
him so strong that it almost made my head swim. 


I said, “Mr. Dugan, I am always ready to pray for 
you, but you are drunk. You do not know what 
you are saying. I will come back and see you 
when you are sober and are competent to act as 
an intelligent man.” 


Mr. Dugan was about six foot two and probably 
weighed 220 pounds. He took hold of me by the 
shoulders and said, “You are going to pray for 
me now,” and he started to the back end of his 
store dragging me with him. He dropped down 
behind the counter and there was fat salt meat 
piled up on the side of the counter, and the floor 
was full of salt fat and grease. He dropped on 
his knees, and with the pressure of his powerful 
grasp I also went to my knees. I confess that | 
did not feel like praying. I believed that he was 
drunk. There was silence for a few moments and 
he said, “My God! pray for me. I am lost and 
going to hell.” I prayed. Then I said to him, “Now 
you pray.” He replied, “I can’t.” “I have not 
prayed in twenty-three years.” I said, “You are 
going to begin here today.” There was silence and 
it seemed to me that silence would never end. 
Then he began in a halting stumbling way to 
pray. I got up from the greasy floor disgusted. 
I said to him, “Ed, I still believe you are drunk 
and don’t know what you are doing. I am coming 
back here tomorrow morning, and I don’t want to 
smell any liquor on you when I come.” He said, 
“TI have been drinking, but as you know I am not 
a drinking man. This sense of loss and ruin came 
on me when I was perfectly sober, and I drank 
whiskey hoping that I would get some relief. | 
still feel hopeless and know that I am lost.” My 
mental attitude changed after this statement and 
I said, “Continue to pray and I will pray for you 
and I will see you tomorrow morning.” 


The next morning I called early at his store 
and found him in the same depressed condition. | 
could detect no odor of whiskey. I said to him, 
“Well, I see you have not been drinking.” He 
said, “No, I have not touched a drop, but I am 
still lost.” I said, “Now we will pray again.” | 
prayed then for him with all of the earnestness 
possible and then urged him to pray. His appeal 
to God for mercy was pathetic and almost child- 
like. I talked with him and read some passages 
of Scripture. I told him to continue to pray and 
I would see him again the next morning. | 
him to have faith in Christ who came into 
world to seek and to save that which was | 


The next morning I called early and when | 
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entered the small shop I could see that his. prayers 
had been answered. His face was aglow. He 

d my hand and said, “My wife and I prayed 
until 2 o’clock last night, but I still felt that I was 
lost. Then suddenly the burden was lifted. | 
felt that the Lord stood by me and I knew that 
he had forgiven my sins and I was saved. I want 
to make a public profession of my faith and join 
the church.” I told him I would have the session 
meet at half past 10 o’clock Sunday morning and 
we would receive him into the church. He asked 
me about the method of proceedure and I told 
him that the Session would examine him and re- 
ceive him into the church. That then at the regu- 
lar church service he would make a public pro- 
fession of his faith and that the sacrament of 
baptism would be administered. He said, “I have 
been a great sinner and many people know it. I 
would like to confess my sin publicly before the 
congregation.” I told him that that was not 
usually done except by consenting to the questions 
that were asked. He said, “If you wouldn’t mind, 
| would like to add a word of my own.” I had 
never had occasion like this to ,» but I said 
to him, “You can speak if you desire.” 


The Session met and received him into the 
church on examination. Then when the congre- 
gation assembled, I asked the prescribed questions 
of our Book and I administered the sacrament 
of baptism. I then said, “If you have anything 
that you want to add to this, you may now speak.” 
Then this man who had never spoken in public in 
his life before—this man of little education—made 
a brief and simple statement to the congregation 
that he had been a sinner and now he believed 
that he was saved by the mercy of Christ. 


From that day on he was a regular attendant 
at the church services, morning and night, the 
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Sunday school, and the prayer meeting service. 
About ‘two months passed and he-came to me and 
said, “I want to do something. I do not know 
what I could do. You know I. am not a man of 
education. I am not able to teach or to pray .in 
public, but I want to do something. Can’t. you 
help me?” I said, “Ed, you know how to extend 
a hand of welcome to people, and you have now 
become a follower of Christ. You are a member 
of this church. When the church is open for serv- 
ices, you are a host in God’s house. Stand at the 
door and when people come in, especially strang- 
ers, give them a cordial welcome to worship in 
your Father’s house.” This suggestion ‘seemed 
to-give him great joy, and he was at the door at 
the opening and the closing of the services. Many 
of the congregation spoke to me about it and 
said it was a real pleasure to feel his warm 
handclasp and hearty welcome. He was elected 
deacon in the church, and until the day of his 
death, he was faithful in loyal devotion. to the 
church and to his Saviour. 


I have frequently thought of this experience 
and the outstanding fact in connection with it, as 
I see it, is that this man was saved by the direct 
operation of the Spirit of God. So far as I knew 
there was not the influence of a single human 
being that led him to salvation. It was not the 
witnessing of any believer. It is true that his 
godly wife had been praying for him. It is also 
true and it’s with shame that I confess it, that 
I had ceased to pray for him. But the Spirit of the 
Living God came to him, convicted him of sin, 
and he was born again. He was a new creature 
in Christ Jesus and served to the full extent of 
his ability, consecrating his time, his talents, and 
his treasure to the Lord. 


*Anniston, Ala. 


What’s The Use Of Prayer? 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


In Job 21:15 we find this question asked by the 
ungodly, “What profit should we have, if we pray 
unto him?” What’s the use of prayer? And it 
is Just as live a question today as it was then. 
The unbelieving have always answered it with a 
tolerant smile or a sneer of derision. And per- 

Ps there are even believers who cannot give a 


satisfactory answer to it and who may even “have 
their doubts.” 


Maybe we had better begin by asking what 
prayer is. We might say that it is a child of God 
talking with his or her heavenly Father. Our great 
ld Shorter Catechism says, “Prayer is an offering 
wp of our desires unto God, for things agreeable 
to His will, in the name of Christ, with confession 
of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of His 
resi According to that, there are three parts 

Prayer. There is petition or asking God for 
What we need or desire. With some prayer is large- 

that; but it should be much more. There should 
¢ also confession of our sins in quest of His for- 
gveness and cleansing; and there should be thanks- 
~ or thanking Him for the blessings that He 

graciously bestowed upon us. 


What’s the use of prayer? Or why do we Christ- 


tians pray? One reason that we pray is that. 


Prayer Is Entirely Reasonable. 


It is reasonable, first, because it is natural or 
characteristic of human nature. To see human 
nature in its essence, we must go to the little 
child; and we find that it is as natural] for a little 
child to pray as it is for him to talk with his 
mother. Again, we find that worship, the very 
essence of which is prayer, is universal, even 
among the most benighted, as evidenced by altars 
of worship everywhere. And once again, even the 
most wicked are brought to knees of prayer in the 
face of death. We see this in hospitals and peni- 
tentiaries. And we are told that “there are no 
atheists in fox holes” — no atheists but men whose 
profanity gives place to prayer. Yes, prayer is rea- 
sonable, because it is natural: It is a law of our 
being, as eating and sleeping and breathing are 
laws of our being. The poet expresses it thus: 


“As a small bird lays its wings on the winds of 
the heavens, 


So ‘an my purpose and plan on the power of 
As small plants strike their roots to. the depths 
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of the soil, 
So I root my need and desire in the soul of God.” 


Thomas Carlyle said, “Prayer is and remains 
the native and deepest impulse of the soul of 
man.” And William James said, “Many reasons 
are given us why we should not pray, whilst others 
are given us why we should. But in all this, very 
little is said of the reason why we do pray..... 
The reason why we do pray is simply that we can- 
not help praying.” 


Prayer is reasonable, second, because it is in 
perfect accord with natural laws and does no 
violence whatsoever to them as some suppose. 
Our advanced knowledge and use of natural laws 
serve to strengthen our faith in prayer instead of 
weakening that faith. For instance, consider the 
marvelous radio with its worldwide communi- 
cation through the ether of the air. As the poet 
puts it, 


“If radio’s slim fingers 

Can pluck a melody 

From night and toss it over 

A continent or sea: 

If the petaled white notes of a violin 
Are blown across a mountain, 
Or a city’s din: 

If songs like crimson roses 
Are culled from thin blue air, 
Why should mortals wonder 

If God answers prayer?” 


But some say that nature’s laws are fixed 
and that God will not interfere with them to 
answer prayer; to heal the sick, to send needed 
rain, or for some other good purpose. To that 
we would offer several answers. One is that you 
and I are constantly interfering, if you please, 
with nature’s greatest law or force, that of gravi- 
tation. Your book lies on the table, drawn down 
upon it by gravitation, and gravitation says that 
it must lie there. But your will and muscular power 
are brought to bear upon it and you lift it easily 
against the downward pull of gravitation. Now if 
you and I can thus interfere with nature’s great- 
est law or force, surely almighty God, who created 
all of nature’s laws or forces and set them into 
operation, can interfere with any and all of them 
to work His will in answer to our prayers! Again, 
may not God, in answer to our prayers, instead 
of interfering at all with nature’s laws or forces, 
simply add His own power to them to make them 
more effective; as when a man adds his muscular 
power to the power of gravitation in bringing his 
axe down upon the wood that he is cutting; for 
instance, add His power to the power of medicine 
for the healing of our bodies. And once again, may 
not prayer itself be a natural force or power that 
God has given as for our use and need, even as 
are the powers of gravitation and electricity. 
Dr. Alexis Carrel is convinced of it. In 1939 he 
concluded thirty-three years of research in the 
Rockefeller Institute; and, among other honors, 
he received the Noble Prize for success in sutur- 
ing blood vessels. He says that prayer is the most 
powerful form of energy that one can generate; 
that prayer, like radium, is a source of luminous, 
self-generating energy; that, when we pray, we 
link ourselves with the inexhaustible motive power 
that spins the universe; and that its results can 
be measured in terms of increased physical buoy- 
ancy, greater intellectual vigor, moral stamina, 
and a deeper understanding of the realities under- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 1945 





lying human relationships. 


We Christians pray, because to us prayer js 
entirely reasonable or in accord with reason o; 
common sense. Again, we pray, because 


Prayer Secures Certain Benefits. 

These benefits are God’s choicest blessings, the 
ones that we need most, and blessings that we do 
not and can not have without prayer. Some think 
of the benefits of prayer as being only physica] 
or material; as the healing of our bodies, the send. 
ing of rain in time of drought, prosperity in our 
business affairs. And we do believe, from God’; 
Word and Christian experience, that He does cop. 
fer such benefits in answer to our prayers. 


Now, however much some may question God’; 
conferring of physical or material benefits jp 
answer to prayer, it is unquestionable that He 
does bestow far more valuable and greatly needed 
blessings upon His children in and through their 
prayer contact with Him: and these are blessings 
of the heart, soul, spirit. 


There is the blessing that we need above all 
others: the forgiveness of our sins. and the cleans- 
ing of our hearts of sin. Prayer is to our hearts 
what bathing is to our bodies: it cleanses ow 
hearts of sins of selfishness, lust, pride, ill: will, 
hate, and other sins. As George Meredith stated 
it: “Who rises from prayer a better man, his 
prayer is already answered.” And one always rises 
from prayer a better man, woman, or young per- 
son. There is the blessing of rest for the weary 
heart or soul, by coming to Him who said, “Come 
unto Me,—and I will give you rest.” There is the 
blessing of heart, soul, spiritual strength for the 
daily demands of life. Dr. Carrel, whom we have 
quoted above, says that we speak of certain 
answers to our prayers as “miracles.” But, he 
adds, “a constant, quieter miracle takes place 
hourly in the hearts of men and women who have 
discovered that prayer supplies them with a steady 
flow of sustaining power in their daily lives.” 
There is the blessing of a strong and steady faith, 
which is the source of a constant comfort, courage, 
peace, hope, and joy even in life’s greatest trail 
And there is the blessing of a will that is in 
harmony’ with the wise and holy and loving wil 
of God. One effect of prayer is, not to attune 
God’s will to ours, but our wills to His; it is, not 
to get God to do what we want Him to do, but to 
get us to do what He wants us to do. As someone 
has put it: “Prayer never says, ‘Thy will be 
changed’, but ‘Thy will be done’.” 


Thus prayer does many tremendously bene 
ficial things within us, “more things than this 
world dreams of.” A rising young singer said, a | 
never sing until I pray, and something happets 
in me when I do.” A young widow was left with 
five little children. But she set herself to her task 
and put them all through college. And they testi- 
fied that they had never seen her impatient, 
ruffled, or discouraged. Prayer touch with 
was the secret of her calm, steady, courageous, 
triumphant life. As Archbishop Trench exp 
it: 

“We kneel, how weak! We rise, how full of power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this 
wrong, 

Or others, that we are not always strong; 

That we are overborne with care; 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
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Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are with 
Thee?” 


Finally, we pray, because: Earth’s Greatest and 
Best Have Been Men and Women of Prayer. 


Great artists, like Michael Angelo, who never 
painted a picture until he had steeped his soul in 
prayer. Great statesmen, like William Gladstone 
of England, who never attended a Cabinet meet- 
ing until he had kneeled in prayer. Great doctors, 
like Dr. Howard A. Kelley of Johns Hopkins, who 
never went into the operating room until he had 
gone to God in prayer for His guidance and bless- 
ing. Great scientists, like Louis Agassiz, the Swiss 
naturalist, who taught at Harvard for twenty- 
seven years, and who always invited his classes to 
join with him in prayer. And great military lead- 
ers, like Lee and Jackson and Foch and Mont- 
gomery and Chaing Kei-shek—all of them openly 
men of prayer. 


—_— — 
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But over and above the testimony of all such 
to the power and value of prayer, is the testimony 
of God Himself in His Word, which is a prayer- 
book from cover to cover, is filled with praying 
people and with prayers, and that gives us every 
instruction and encouragement to pray. And in 
this Book and outstanding among all others, is 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, whose word 
has ever proved to be the absolute of truth, who 
is our example of living as well as our Lord 
and Savior, who gave such a large place to prayer 
in all of His teachings, as in “The Sermon on the 
Mount,” and who was Himself a man of prayer, 
praying each step of the way of His glorious life, 
even upon the Cross. To us He is the final au- 
thority on all questions moral, religious, spiritual. 
Everyone who believes in Him believes also in 
prayer. We pray, because He prayed and taught us 
to pray. 


*Hendersonville, N. C. 





AWorldCrisis& Missions The Challenge From China 


By Rev. George A. Hudson 


We constantly read these days of “crisis,” of 
“world crisis,” of “forces of evil” pitted in a 
death struggle against “forces of righteousness”— 
the very existence of our civilization threatened. 
For example, Mr. Lewis Mumford in his recent 
book, The Condition of Man, states that “the 
future of our world is trembling in the balance.” 
He writes of “barbarous mechanisms” and “the 
marvels of physical mechanisms invented by the 
audacious spirit of man converted to the task of 
blowing him physically off the face of the earth.” 
These statements were made before the launch- 
ing of the terrifying and devastating robot bombs. 
“How may world disaster be averted?” we ask. 


Mr. Mumford proposed that “man turn his 
major energies from the conquest of the external 
world to the remaking of his inner world.” He 
writes of “new integrated personality,” of. “su- 
perior individuals who consciously set to work: to 
exemplify in themselves the elements of the new 
integrated personality and outlook. By force of 
example and civic zeal their achievement may be 
spread to the community or region of which they 
are a part and in turn the wholesome contagion 
may affect society as a whole.” But, we inquire, 
“Can man by his own strength achieve this new 
integrated personality and social reform?” The 
answer is given by Mr. Mumford’s literary critic 
Who says: “These proposals for reform seem small 
and inadequate after the grandeur and gloom of 
the indictment that preceded them.” Thus the 
Proposal to achieve by man’s own strength “new 
integrated personality” and “social reform” is 
inadequate to meet the world’s crisis. 


Military Victory Is Not Enough 
Nor can military success even in a righteous 
‘alse permanently meet the world’s need. A 
hoted news commentator recently made this state- 
ment in his broadcast, “The achievements of our 
ed armies are increasing. The military might 
of the Axis will be crushed. But what is funda- 
mentally needed is a moral and spiritual trans- 


formation in men the world over. That is the only 
sure foundation of peace.” Then the commen- 
tator asked in a tone almost of despair, “How can 
this moral and spiritual transformation be ac- 
complished?” 


A Christian statesman gives us the answer. 
Mr. Francis B. Sayre, former Assistant Secretary 
of State, says: “Civilization needs a practical 
utilization of the teaching of Christ.” Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, executive secretary of our Board of For- 
eign Missions, tells us how the teaching of Christ 
is to be utilized. He says: “The gospel is the only 
cure for the world’s deep hurt. The trouble is 
essentially moral and spiritual—men have for- 
gotten God. A fundamental work of conversion 
is necessary. Hearts must be changed. We can 
meet the world’s problem only by multiplying the 
number of those who fear God and keep his com- 
mandments.” Dr. Donald W. Richardson told us 
of the power of the gospel in his sermon as re- 
tiring moderator of the last General Assembly: 
“The only hope for the making of better men 
and a better world is to recapture the faith of 
the early church in the saving power of Christ 
. .. «+ There is only one power that can bring all 
men together and bind them into a true brother- 
hood. There is only one message that can solve 
the problems of humanity. That message is the 
gospel, the power of God unto salvation for the 
individual and for society. A righteous society is 
possible only when we have righteous men, and 
Christ alone can make men righteous.” 


From these statements we see that the hope of 
the world in this time of crisis is not in a new 
integrated personality and social reform attempt- 
ed through human _ strength, nor in military 
achievement alone even in a righteous cause. 
The only hope of the world in this time of 
world crisis is the gospel of Christ, the power of 
God, which is able to convert, to transform, and 
make men righteous, following which, there can 
be peace on earth, goodwill and mutual helpful- 
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ness among men. What a challenge to missions! It 
is a world-wide challenge to the Christian Church 
to send forth the gospel of Christ to the ends of 
the earth in scope and effort not even dreamed 
of before. 


China’s Imperative Need 


The Oriental crisis is a part of the world crisis. 
Japan has failed in her leadership. Japan has 
led the Orient into turmoil, disorder and distress. 
Japan has failed in her trusteeship of power. 
That power is being taken from her because she 
has been unworthy in. her exercise of power. But 
are we altogether blameless with regard to the 
failure of Japan? Some years ago the slogan of a 
Student Volunteer Conference was, “Japan Lead- 
ing the Orient—Whither?” At that time Japan 
was ready for a great missionary movement. 
Christian forces there asked for sixty missionaries 
from our church; they received about six. They 
asked for large numbers of missionaries from 
other churches; they received very few. We see 
the tragedy now. Japan did lead the Orient—into 
war, disaster and ruin. 


After this war the slogan will be: “China Lead- 
ing the Orient—Whither?” The answer to that 
depends on what we do now to make ready to 
enter the open doors and take advantage of the 
epportunity which will be ours to lead the Chinese 
nation to Christ: This challenge to the Christian 
Church is expressed by Dr. Fulton in a recent 
pamphlet in which he says: “Vast changes are 
impending in East Asia. China stands on the 
threshold of a great new destiny. She will likely 
emerge from this war the outstanding power in 
Asia and one of the great powers of the world. 
In the providence of God, her leadership is largely 
in Christian hands today. When the great work 
of reconstructing China begins, the Christian 
Church must be the first on the ground to offer 
help, through relief and through service, through 
medicine and through education, through the 
training of leaders, and above all through the lay- 
ing of a Christian foundation for China’s new 
life by the preaching of the gospel.” 


Gospel-Produced Leaders. 


The question arises: Has the gospel of Christ 
presented to China through missions been effective 
in the past in producing Christian leaders? Dr. 
Fulton’s tribute to China’s valiant stand during 
the past seven years answers the question. He 
says: “We marvel at the place China has won 
in the esteem of the world, her championship of 
the right, her resistance against aggression, her 
patience and courage in suffering, her love of 
liberty, her idealism and wholesome aspiration; 
and all the world knows that China owes her in- 
tegrity and her life to those stalwart leaders, 
streng in character and in faith, who have come 
under the power of the gospel of Christ.” 


Who are some of the representative Christian 
leaders of China? In national life we have Gen- 
eralissimo and Madame Chiang Kei-shek. Their 
influence has been of enormous value to the 
Christian cause. In church circles we have Pastor 
Sang Gyiendang whose eloquence and - spiritual 
power have moved the hearts of thousands of Chi- 
nese hearers. In the educational sphere we have 
Dr. Chang Po-ling, an eminent educator and a 
great Christian who has led many young men to 
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Christ and to service for country. In medica] 
circles we have the Chen brothers, Christian doe. 
tors, possessing a humanitarian spirit and ¢op. 
cerned about the souls as well as the bodies of 
their patients. Thousands of such leaders ar 
needed in laying a Christian foundation fo 
China’s new life in the postwar era. 


Again let us think of the 600,000 Protestan; 
Christians in China, the fruit of Christian mission; 
exerting an influence far out of proportion t 
their numbers in Chinese society as evidenced by 
the changed status of women and the welfare of 
children; by the remaking of home life in its 
relationships, material comfort and atmosphere; 
by the introduction of new and happy customs jp 
Chinese society such as the observance of Chris 
mas in which many non-Christians participate, 
This uplifting, purifying and invigorating inflp. 
ence of the small Christian minority has been re. 
markable, but the ratio of 600,000 Christians t 
the total population of 450,000,000 people, 
approximately one-tenth of one per cent, is an 
indication of the imperative need of winning many 
more Chinese people to Christ in order to lay a 
Christian foundation for China’s new life in the 
postwar era. 


Thus the imperative need of China is a ringing 
challenge to Christian missions to send well 
trained and consecrated missionary workers to 
help the Christian forces in China to produce 
Christian leaders in state, church, school and hos- 
pital, and to produce Christians throughout Chi- 
nese society, to the end that a Christian founda- 
tion may indeed be laid for China’s new life in 
the postwar era. 


China’s Unrivalled Opportunity 

Not only is there an imperative need of missions 
in China, there is also an unrivalled opportunity 
for missionary endeavor. This opportunity comes 
from a changed attitude on part of all classes of 
Chinese people toward the gospel of Christ and 
toward the Christian Church. The reason is clear. 
The hardships, sufferings and sorrows of war have 
turned many Chinese from material things to the 
spiritual. Dr. Earle H. Ballou in his book, Danger. 
ous Opportunity, states “Never before has the 
church been more sure that it possesses a rea 
evangel—good news that is for all people—this 
is the testimony borne by pastors and unordained 
ministers alike. But, more than that, never have 
the messengers of the gospel found hearts and 
minds so receptive to religious truth, nor people 
so pathetically eager to know if after all there 
is a God who still cares and loves even in the 
midst of so much cruelty and hate. . . . What they 
are now finding is a genuine hunger and thirst 
after spiritual reality.” 


The writer of this article can bear witness ” 
the truth of the above statement. I have been 
engaged in evangelistic work in China for twenty: 
one years. During the past five years the Chines 
of all classes have shown more desire for the 
gospel than in all the other years of my missionary 
experience. 


Response Of Students 
I mention first the student class. Intelligent 
well educated young men and women have turned 
eagerly to the Christian religion. Such is the 
mony of many Christian workers in 
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schools and colleges. What an unrivalled oppor- 
tunity for Christian missions in the postwar era 
is thus indicated by the turning of the intelli- 
gentsia of China to the Christian Church. 


The desire of the common people of China 
for the comfort and power of the gospel is as 
great or greater. It was my privilege, for three 
years before the outbreak of war between the 
United States and Japan, to be the pastor of a 
Chinese church. The large church building was 
usually filled with people eager to hear the gospel 
message. During the last year I baptized more 
than one hundred persons and received them into 
church membership. Thoughtful inquirers said 
something like this: “In the past we have put 
our faith in material things. This war has swept 
such things away. The Christian Church has al- 
ways emphasized the enduring value of the 
spiritual. Let us turn to the Christian Church and 
seek the things of the spirit.” The desire of the 
common people of China for the gospel opens a 
new opportunity for Christian missions in the post- 
war era. 


Again, there has been a change of attitude on 
part of Chinese Christian workers and church 
members. Because of their sufferings the gospel 
and the Church of Christ have become more 
precious and vital. The chureh has become in- 
digenous, not something foreign, not something 
imposed upon them, but something out of their 
own life and of their own people. The consequence 
of this attitude has been a marvelous increase in 
self-support and willingness on the part of church 
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Is Our “Christian Education’ Christian? 


By Tom Glasgow’ 


It would seem that we are entering the “Era of 
Christian Education.” This term, “Christian Edu- 
cation,” once had a simple and wholesome con- 
notation. No “question mark” whatever was found 
after the term. We find, however, today that, 
with many, this once almost hallowed term is 
taking on almost a sinister meaning—-sinister in 
that by subtle and gradual process it would seem 
that not a few of the Church Leaders of our day 
show a tendency to substitute “Christian Edu- 


cation” for “personal conversion” and “regenerat- 
ing Salvation.” 


Nothing could be more deadly should this 
Present tendency become common practice in our 
Christian standards. One sometimes wonders if 
this tendency is not already paramount in Pres- 
byterian and certain other Protestant Denomina- 
tions. “Christian Education” without the warm- 
ing spark of spiritual regeneration, through the 
consciousness of personal sin forgiven, produces 
a sterile “Church Membership” and a powerless 
Ministerial Leadership. 


It has long since become “undignified” to hold 
a “Protracted meeting”; “sin” seems rapidly be- 
coming to be a synonym of “mistake;” and “hell” 
lick legendary phrase of ancient and crude re- 
iglous beliefs! We seem to have wholly forgotten 

at most of us now holding these erudite views 
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workers and members to suffer for the sake of 
the gospel and for the Church of Christ in China. 


Missionaries Pay Tribute 

This new loyalty on part of Chinese Christian 
workers and church members is seen in the report 
made by nine representative missionaries of vari- 
ous missions in China, who returned on the - 
Gripsholm in December, 1943. Under the heading 
“General Attitudes” they made this statement, 
“There is no doubt that the Chinese Christians 
are passing through a time that tries their bodies, 
minds and spirits to the utmost. The struggle for 
bare physical subsistence is for many of them 
desperate. The attitude of the leaders—preachers, 
church workers, teachers, doctors—toward their 
duties has been one of devoted consecration in 
the midst of grave danger. . . . We believe the 
great majority are true to the best faith they have 
received, and will remain so. . . . We feel sure 
they are worthy of our confidence, our prayers, 
and our future aid as soon as it can again be 
extended them.” 


What a wonderful future for the Chinese church 
is indicated by this attitude on the part of Chi- 
nese Christians; that the church is theirs; that 
they are willing to support it; that they are 
willing to work for it; that they are willing to 
suffer for it! What a challenge to Christian mis- 
sions to seize the opportunity for co-operation 
with the Chinese church which has shown herself 
worthy of help in the great work of laying a 
Christian foundation for China’s new life in the 
post-war era! 





were personally saved in some now antiquated 
“protracted meeting;’—that the Bible, OUR 
ONLY ORIGNAL source of Christian concepts, 
portrays “sin” as literally the most awful and 
sordid of all things in the sight of the Eternal 
God—so awful and so sordid that His own Son’s 
death on a torturing cross was essential to re- 
deem mankind from its destroying taint; and that 
our now casually considered hell had achieved 
none of its present casualness when seen through 
the eyes of the Master! 


This seeming elevation of “Christian Education” 
to its now distorted position of prominence in 
some of our Church leadership thinking seems to 
be contemporaneous with and, in some indefinable 
way, — to our present advanced educated 
status 


But many of our dynamic sponsors of modern 
‘““Christian Education” will cry out against such 
an arrangement! To that “cry” I would respond 
with but a simple question: “How long has it been 
since you, PERSONALLY, have talked “man to 
man” with a lost soul, urged personal repentance 
for PERSONAL SINS, and the taking of Jesus 
Christ as a personal Saviour?” To the Ministerial 
enthusiasts in this distorted “Christian Education” 
movement,“How long since you have held an evan- 
gelistic meeting” and felt the thrill of the presence 





Page 14 





of the Spirit of the living God in that meeting, 
convicting men of sin and leading them to the 
knowledge of personal rebirth through the power 
of Jesus Christ? Where personal evangelism is 
the motivating urge back of “Christian Education”’ 
no question mark as to its usefulness or granduer 
can arise! : 


This article will not be well received by many. 
It’s thought will be distorted and its objective 
blurred and confused. No reference is here in- 
tended to criticize our Sunday Schools, our Young 
Peoples’ Work or Conferences, or our Church 
owned Schools of higher learning—as such! It 
is definitely intended, however, to place a ques- 
tion mark behind any or all of these wherein the 
conscious effort is lacking—which conscious effort 
is designed and intended, not as a primary end 
to improve “economics” or “the social order,” but 
to lead those who are receiving this education (1) 
to the recognition of themselves as sinners in the 
sight of God, needing a personal Saviour, and the 
personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Re- 
deemer and Lord; and (2) the building up, in 
the hearts and minds of those who have been 
saved, a searching desire that those who have not 
found Christ as a personal Saviour may find Him 
through the testimony of their lives and words. 


The effort of our Assembly for a Church-wide 
revival, ably inaugurated back in 1939, by the 
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much beloved (and recent Past-Moderator) D; 
Donald Richardson, has had, at best a most meager 
success. In its stead, however, a wave of en. 
thusiastic support for so-called “Christian Edy. 
cation” would seem to have swept it aside and 
preempted its place. To many (and one fears 
with too much truth and too often!) this so called 
“Christian Education” is sterile in its conviction 
of personal sin and powerless as a regenerating 
force in personal life and conduct. 


There is nothing finer or grander than “Chris. 
tian Education” in the true and life-changing 
sense which this term once implied. No better 
meaning of this term has been devised than that 
set forth by the Apostle Paul in his simple 
declaration: “For I determined not to know any. 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.” 


Is this our standard in the present movement 
for “Christian Education” throughout the 
Church? If it is, there is nothing finer. If it js 
not, surely we should not call it “Christian!” To 
those of us who are active in implementing this 
sphere of our Church activity or who are re- 
sponsible therefor, may we not wisely ponder the 
two personal and searching questions set forth in 
the fourth paragraph above. 


*Elder, Charlotte, N. C. 





Of Bishops And Ministers 


By Rev. J. G. M. Ramsey* 


Does the “Plan for the Reunion of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America 
and the Presbyterian Church in the United States” 
contemplate the eventual erection of the office 
of Bishop in the united Church? One recalls often 
having heard the remark that “What the Pres- 
byterian Church needs is Bishops,” and now the 
thought catches you up sharply, perhaps that re- 
mark was made not facetiously but seriously. Is 
it true that our church needs bishops? If so para- 
graph 8 in the plan of reunion opens the way 
for an easy transition from the presbyterial to the 
episcopal form of government, or some combi- 
nation of the two forms. 


It is well known that for some years past the 
Presbyterian Church, USA and the Episcopal 
Church of America have been negotiating through 
committees of conference with a view to dis- 
covering a satisfactory basis of union of those 
two great religious bodies. It is equally well 
known that the principle obstacle to such union 
is the inability of the committees to reconcile 
the difference between the Presbytery’s powers 
and those of the college of Bishops, particularly 
in the matter of ordination. This obstacle has 
brought the negotiations to an impasse. 


The obstacle would easily resolve itself if the 
Presbyterian Church would establish the office 
of Bishop and the paragraph referred to above 
would seem to point the way to this revolutionary 
change. The suggested alterations in Paragraph IX 
of our Form of Government (Edition of 1938 


with supplemental amendments) are only three. 
For comparison Chapter IX follows. 


CHAPTER IX 


The Minister Of The Word 

33. This office is the first in the Church both 
for dignity and usefulness. The person who fills 
it has in Scripture different titles expressive of 
his various duties. As he has oversight of the flock 
of Christ, he is termed Bishop. As he feeds them 
with spiritual food, he is termed Pastor. As he 
serves Christ in the Church, he is termed Minister. 
As it is his duty to be grave and prudent, and an 
example to the flock, and to govern well in the 
house and kingdom of Christ, he is termed Pres 
byter or Elder. As he is sent to declare the will of 
God through Christ, he is termed Ambassador. As 
he bears the glad tidings of salvation to the i 
norant and perishing, he is termed Evangelist. As 
he stands to proclaim the Gospel, he is 
Preacher. As he expounds the Word, and by sound 
doctrine both exhorts and convinces the gainsayet, 
he is termed Teacher. As he dispenses the mani- 
fold grace of God and the ordinances instituted 
by Christ, he is termed Steward of the my 
of God. These titles do not indicate different 
—_ of office, but all describe one and the same 
officer. 


The first alteration in the proposed “Plan of 
Reunion” is in the title for this paragraph, which 
has been adopted for this article, “Of Bishops 
And Ministers.” There are nine different Sct! 
tural titles listed and defined in Chapter IX of ou 
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Form of Government which “do not indicate dif- 
ferent grades of office, but all describe one and 
the same officer.” The “Minister of the Word,” as 
being the more generic and all-inclusive term, was 
raised by the Westminster fathers to the place of 
title for the Chapter. The proposed plan lifts the 
term “Bishop” out of the body of the chapter, 
makes it co-ordinate with Minister and drops the 
important phrase “of the Word” from the title of 
the chapter. The intention of the committees of 
conference becomes still more evident when we 
note the omission from the proposed “Plan of 
Reunion” of the last sentence of Chapter IX, 
which is the only declaration in our Standards of 
the distinctive doctrine of our Church of the 
“Parity of the Ministry.” Has this doctrine been 
outmoded and are we ready to abandon it? 


The other change offered in the proposed “Plan” 
has no bearing on the matter discussed above but 
is of equal significance and importance. It occurs 
in the first sentence, which reads: “The pastoral 
office is the first in the Church, both for dignity 
and usefulness.” This statement completely alters 
the meaning of the origina] declaration of the 
Westminster fathers, although it merely substi- 
tutes two words, “The pastoral” for their word 
“This’ before “office.” The demonstrative ad- 
jective “This” refers to the title of the chapter, 
“The Minister of the Word,” which, as said above, 
is inclusive of all the offices listed in the Chapter. 
The proposed alteration again lifts one of the 
several offices out of the body of the paragraph 
and elevates it to first place. Moreover the pas- 
toral office is the one that more than any other 
stresses the social service aspect of the minister’s 
work and this alteration seems to be a deliberate 
depreciation of the spiritual mission of the min- 
ister as-touching “the Word.” 


As it appears to this writer none of the three 
changes proposed is desirable. 


Other steps which seem to have been laid in 
the “Plan for Reunion,” with the intention of 
facilitating the transition from the Presbyterial 
to the Episcopal form of government, or some 
hybrid of the two, are found in the chapters on 
the Synod and the General Assembly. Chapter 12, 
“Of the Presbytery,” proposes but slight change 
(which is not pertinent to this discussion), “A 
presbytery consists of all the ministers, etc.” but 
the section on the Regional Synod (Ch. 13, P. 96), 
opens with these words: “As a presbytery is a 
convention of the bishops and elders within a cer- 
tain district; so a regional synod is a convention 
of the bishops and elders of the presbyteries, etc.” 
And in the section on the General Assembly (Ch. 
14, Par. 4, P. 199), it states: “The General As- 
sembly shall consist of an equal delegation of 
bishops and elders from each presbytery, etc.” 


Use of the term “bishop” instead of “minister” 
Would in course of time familiarize the Church 
With this rather unusual term in our ecclesiastical 
language and so prepare the way for a later As- 
sembly to send down to its presbyteries a pro- 
posed amendment to the Form of Government 
conferring the title and office of Bishop upon the 
members of the General Council (provision for 
Which is also made in the “Plan” after the pat- 
tern of the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church USA), since that august body would al- 
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ready enjoy the exercise of many episcopal 
powers. Else why does not the “Plan” use any 
one of the other terms for the “minister of the 
Word” listed in the paragraph quoted above, that 
of “pastor” or “presbyter” or “evangelist” (or 
the term substituted for this office in the “Plan,” 
“the angel of the church”), or “ambassador” or 
“steward” or even one of the humbler terms 
which the “Plan” omits, “preacher” or “teacher” 
instead of “bishop” as the term by which the min- 
ister is to be called in his “delegated” capacity in 
church courts, or rather “convention” as they are 
referred to in the “Plan.” 


‘The use of the word “delegation of bishops and 
elders” is itself very significant. Heretofore we 
have been zealous for the term “representative” 
rather than “delegate” to church courts as sig- 
nifying that the appointed representative was to 
exercise his freedom of conscience as led by the 
Holy Spirit in the casting of his votes in church 
courts. A “delegate,” on the contrary, is under- 
stood to be a member of a church court who may 
be instructed how to vote by the lower court 
which appointed him, thus introducing into our 
ecclesiastical system the political controls common 
in our civi] government. It may be that these mat- 
ters are but straws in the wind but they seem to 
indicate a trend backward to the centralization of 
power and the control of thought and speech 
against which our forefathers have stood 
such resolute determination as that England’s 
Charles I remarked of their ecclesiastical system, 
“Presbyterianism agreeth as well with monarchy 
as doth the devil with holy water,” and another of 
their statesmen referred to the American Revolu- 
tion as a “Presbyterian rebellion.” 


P.S.—The deadline, October 1, 1944, for offer- 
ing suggestions for amendment of the proposed 
“Plan” from individuals being past the only way 
now open for the registration of such suggestions 
is by Presbyterial overture. It may take many 
Presbyterial overtures to the Assembly to prevent 
= Snr oa of this objectionable feature in the 


*Fort Worth, Tex. 
ee 


The following hooklets: “Our Distinctive Pres- 
byterian Emphasis,” by Rev. John R. Ri 
D.D.; “The Verbal Inspiration Of The Scriptures,” 
by Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D.; and “The Faith Of 
A Soldier,” by Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.; are 
now available in booklet form, blue art covers, at 
Sc each, 50c per dozen, or four dollars per hun- 
dred, postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. Stamps 
acceptable for small amounts. 








Pp. <——$<>— 
—> — 


We are still able to supply copies of the reprint 
carrying articles on the Church Union question. 
This is a sixteen-page reprint same size page as 
the regular Journal page. It carries the Analysis 
and Comments of Major W. Calvin Wells on the 
proposed “Plan of Reunion.” We would like for 
every Minister, Elder, Deacon or other interested 
member in our Church to have a copy of this re- 
print carrying these valuable articles. 
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Religious News Of The Camps 
DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Director 


New Devotional Booklet 

“Standing Up To Life” is the title of a new de- 
votional booklet issued by the Council. The medi- 
tations were prepared by our chaplains and civilian 
ministers. It will be provided without charge to 
all churches in sufficient quantity to send every 
member in the Service. The booklets will also be 
available to our chaplains. Please use the order 
blank at the end of this Bulletin. 


Chaplains In The Service 
Our Church now has 150 chaplains in the Army 
and 117 in the Navy. Our quotas in both branches 
of the Service are more than filled. Several appli- 
cations are in process. Many of the chaplains are 
located on all battlefronts, others are stationed in 
camps and bases in the United States. 


“The Chaplain” 

“The Chaplain” is a religious magazine publish- 
ed jointly by the General Commission on Army 
and Navy Chaplains and the Service Men’s Chris- 
tian League. The Defense Service Council is send- 
ing it to all of our chaplains. A limited number of 
subscriptions will be accepted from civilian min- 
isters. 


Changes Of Address 
Pastors are requested to send to the Council 
any change in address. The Religious News of the 
Camps, as well as other communications, are 
mailed from time to time, and it is important that 
addresses be kept up-to-date. 


Financial Report 
The Council has received since April 1, 1944, 
$113,904.65 in contributions from the churches 
and individuals. The Auxiliary Birthday Offering 
was $28,016.18, and the John Bulow Campbell 
Foundation has given the Council $11,737.13. 


Follow Your Service People 
It is important that all churches keep in touch 
with their members in the Service. Chaplains con- 
tinue to emphasize the need for letters and other 
communications from home. It is all the more 
necessary to “Maintain the Tie” as time for de- 
mobilization draws near. 


Memorial Certificates 

The Memorial Certificates will be prepared 
when ordered. The names are to be forwarded to 
the Director, and they will be lettered on the cer- 
tificates. Some pastors have misunderstood and 
ordered certificates without sending the names. 
Type or print the names just as they should ap- 
pear on the certificates. 


The Next Financial Campaign 

The Assembly set May 13 for the offering. A 
picture folder showing the different phases of 
work carried on by the Council and a leaflet, 
“Questions And Answers,” on the Defense Service 
Council, together with poster and offering enve- 
lopes, will be mailed to the churches in April. Pas- 
tors and church leaders are urged to present the 
needs to their members and give every one an op- 
portunity to make an offering. The quotas have 
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been prepared by the Stewardship Committee of 
each Presbytery. If the quota for your church has 
not been received, write the Chairman of your 
Stewardship Committee. Some churches are jp. 
cluding the quota in the church budget. 


Is The Money Needed? 

The Assembly has asked the churches to give 
$200,000 for the work of the Council during the 
church year 1945-46. Since so many troops have 
been sent overseas some have asked if the needs 
are as great this year. The Director has made 
careful survey of camp areas since January 1, Re. 
ports from all parts of the Assembly show only a 
few camps closed, and these are for the most 
Auxiliary Air Fields. Even with the number of 
troops reduced in some camps, there remains a 
great work to be done. 


The Council has increased its assistance to the 
chaplains and these representatives in the Service 
must be supported. This service to the chaplains 
includes: 


Hymn books and Sunday School literature. 


Field Communion Sets and altar equipment, also 
communion wafers. 


Recordings of hymns. 

Marriage and Baptismal Certificates. 
Subscription to The Chaplain for each chaplain. 
Books and other aids to chaplains. 


Contribution to the publication of The Link for 
their work. 


Supplies of devotional booklets and tracts. 


Special issues of “The Religious News of the 
Camps” for the chaplains. 


Payment of a part of the Ministers’ Annuity dues 
for the chaplains. 


Numerous other requests come in and are met 
as far as finances permit. 


————_ 2 


PRAYER AT THE GOLDEN ALTAR 


By Clarence Edward Macartney. Zondervan 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$1.00. 


The war has stimulated interest in prayer. The 
interest could, of course, be much more intense. 
To quicken it and to encourage men, so that they 
might always pray and not faint, Dr. Macartney 
preached the nine sermons in his little book, 
Prayer At The Golden Altar. In them, he says: 
“T have tried to illustrate and demonstrate the 
power of prayer.” A discussion of the so-call 
theological and philosophical problems of praye 
he purposely avoided, as having “little profit for 
the soul.” One is inclined to believe, however, that 
it is never out of order to proclaim the Christian 
presuppositions of prayer. Nor is it out of place 
to distinguish between Christian and non-Christian 
prayer. 


The sermons, with one possible exception, sf 
topical rather than expository. Like all of Clarence 
Macartney’s messages these are well illustrated. 
The reader will find each sermon profitable. The 
reviewer thought the last, “Prayer And Your 
Trouble,” from the text of Psalm 50:15, the best 

—Adrian De Young: 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For May 


I BELIEVE 
Introduction For The Month 

A few years ago I walked into a church while 
a young girl was making a talk to the young 
people’s group and as I took my seat she was say- 
ing something like this, “We Presbyterian young 
ople are smarter than other young people, for 
Presbyterians have always stood for education.” 
Sounded very good at the time, but a couple 
years later that girl was married and her husband 
was not a Christian. One day he came to her and 
asked her what it meant to be a Christian and 
what in particular did Presbyterians believe, for 
he wanted to become a Christian and join her 
church. She answered, “Goodness gracious I am 
sure that I don’t know.” 


I wonder if some of us are not fooling ourselves 
like that girl? We call ourselves Christian, but if 
somebody were to pull us up short and ask us 
how to become a Christian could we show them 
from God’s Word? And now when so many people 
are calling for all the denominations to unite be- 
cause there is no real difference do we know 
exactly what Presbyterians believe? Can we sup- 
port our position from the Word of God which 
is the final authority in all matters spiritual? 


Last year we had a monthly emphasis on “‘What 
I Believe” in September. At that time we 
examined the Apostles’ Creed to see the broad 
foundation of faith on which all Christian churches 
build. This year we had better give our month 
to examining the distinctive beliefs of Presby- 
terians. Are you a Presbyterian just because your 
parents are? Just why are you one? Do you know 
enough about what we believe to be proud that 
you are a Presbyterian? We had better find some 
good and true answers to these questions or we 
shall become confused in this present day world 
of many views. 


Of course we can not study all that Presby- 
terlans believe, and we don’t want to spend too 
much time on what Presbyterians believe in com- 
mon with all other Evangelical bodies. So let’s 
get a grip on the main beliefs of Presbyterians— 
the beliefs that mark us off as Presbyterians and 
which are so widely misunderstood by many. Here 
is & line up of topics that will help us to get the 
point and remember it: 


1, God Has a Plan. 

2. God Has a Man. 

3. God Has a Hand. 

4. Everybody Has a Place. 


Reading Material 


1. The Confession of Faith and the Catechisms. 
If you want to get this whole problem first hand 
you can get a copy of the confession and read 
t for yourself. Some one in your group ought to 
ook up these distinctive points and read them 


from the confession during the month. Your pastor 


and the officers of your church have copies of 
the confession. 


2. The Creed of Presbyterians, Egbert W. Smith. 
This book tells all about how the creed came 
to be formulated and passed on into the life of 
the churches. It contains many interesting inci- 
dents about the creed that can be used in pro- 
grams. This is a very interesting and helpful book. 


3. The Life of John Calvin, Albert Hyma. The 
system of belief and church government known as 
Presbyterianism goes back to the work of John 
Calvin, who sought to free the church of all the 
non-essential and harmful elements that had been 
added through the years and to restore the church 
to a true Biblica] foundation. This life of Calvin, 
published by Wm. B. Erdmans Co., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, is a popular, brief, inexpensive account 
that will give you a bird’s eye view of Calvin and 
his work. 


4. What Presbyterians Believe, P. B. Hill. This 
is a small, popular account of what Presbyterians 
believe with some opinions of the author of what 
they mean to him. The booklet is just 10 cents 
and can be secured from the author, Hunt, Texas. 


First Sunday: God Has A Plan. 
Introduction 


Jesus tells us a story in the Gospel of Luke 
about a man who was going to build a tower, 
and He said that the man would be a fool unless 
he first sat down, drew his plans, and counted 
the cost to see that he had enough to finish the 
job. (Luke 14:28-30) We see the sense of that. 
No man starts out to build a house, a bridge, 
or a factory until he has a plan of what he is going 
to do and knows he has enough money and ma- 
terials to finish the job. 


People make a lot of fun of us Presbyterians 
because we believe in Predestination, and when 
the world of men begin to poke fun and ask silly 
questions of us we become confused. Broadly 
speaking, though, we Presbyterians mean by Pre- 
destination that God is at least as smart as a man 
who is going to build a house. If a man has better 
sense than to start a house without a plan and 
without enough materials to finish it, then we say 
that surely God would not create a world unless 
He had a plan for that world and knew that He 
could carry out the plan. 


That makes sense, but all we can know about 
whether God has a plan, and about what the plan 
might be, must come from the Word of God, so 
let’s take a look at the Bible and see what God 
has to say. 


Scripture Lesson 
. God has an eternal plan—Ephesians 3:1-12. 
. revealed to Paul. v. 1-5. 
. issues in our redemption. v. 6-10 (Eph. 1:3-6). 
. centered in Jesus Christ. v. 11. 
. No man can stop God’s plan, Daniel 4:35; 
Ephesians 1:11; Psalm 115:3. 
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8. All that we need to know of God’s plan has 
been revealed to us in Scripture. 2 Peter 1:21; 
2 Timothy 3:16-17. 


Suggestions 


Two questions naturally arise when we consider 
this truth in a general way. What does the plan 
of God cover? How does He carry it out? This 
plan of God is broad enough to take in the whole 
universe and everything that shall ever happen 
to it, and it is so comprehensive that it takes 
in the matters that concern every individual in 
the earth. Since the Bible is primarily a book 
that tells the story of God’s redemption it deals 
mostly with this second side of the plan, God’s 
plan for ‘saving men. The answer to the second 
question comes to us from the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism. (Questions 7,8,9,10,11) God 
carries out His plan by the works of creation 
and providence. By creation He has placed us 
within His universe and determined the laws 
that shall govern us. By His providence He day 
by day watches over us to guide us and mold us 
after His will. The ways of God’s providence 
will be dealt with later on in the month; therefore 
in this program the talks and discussion should 
be held to the one fact that God has a plan. 


Perhaps a good way to approach the matter 
would be to use chapter 1 in Smith’s “Creed of 
Presbyterians.”’ Let some one give the background 
of the Westminster Assembly (p. 1-24), then 
let some one present the characteristics of that 
Assembly (p. 24-34). Then-the catechism ques- 
tions could be used, and the leader could sum up 
—- The program would line up something 
like this. 


Program Outline 
-Call to Worship: John 15:15-17. 

Hymn—O Worship the King (Note stanzas 
3,4,5). 

Prayer for Guidance and Illumination. 

Leader’s Introduction for the Month (Introduc- 
tion for month above). 

Introduction to First Sunday—God Has a Plan. 

Talks: 

No. 1: The Westminster Assembly. 

No. 2: Their Characteristics. 

No. 2: a. Thorough in their work. 

No. 2: b. Dependent upon God for their light. 

No. 2: c. Loyal to Scripture in their pronounce- 
ments. 

No. 3: The Scripture Lesson. 

No. 3: a. God has an eternal plan—Eph. 3:1-12. 

No. 3: b. No man can stop God’s Plan—Dan. 
4:35; Eph. 1:11; Psalm 115:3. 

No. 3: c. God has revealed all we need to know 
—2 Tim. 3:16-17. 

No. 4: How the Westminster Assembly Stated It. 

Shorter Catchesim, Question 7. 

Conclusion by the leader. 

Point out that God has a plan for his world 
that includes us. 

That plan is going to be carried out, so we can 
either find our place in the plan and be made 
by it, or fail to find our place and be broken by it. 

Hymn: Have Thine Own Way Lord. 

Benediction. 
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Second Sunday: God Has A Man. 
Introduction 

Often we sing in our young people’s gTOups 
the hymn that runs something like this: Chris 
has no hands but our hands to do His will. Chris 
has no lips but our lips to speak His message 
There is some truth in this hymn if we mean by 
it that Christ in His grace has chosen to use only 
those hands and those lives that are yielded t 
Him to do His work, but it is absolutely wro 
if we mean that Christ is dependent upon wha 
we may do to finish His purpose. 





In the Book of Esther we read of how the 
Persian King had issued a decree against all Jews 
in the realm, but the king did not know that his 
own queen Esther was a Jewess. Esther was 
troubled. She wanted to do something to save 
her people, but at the same time she wanted to 
save her own skin. She was debating with herself 
about what to do, and her uncle Mordecai sent 
in this message: “Think not with thyself that thou 
shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all 
the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace 
at this time, then shall there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father’s hotsse shall be de. 
stroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come 
to am for such a time as this?” (Esther 
4:13-14). 


In these words of Mordecai we see the whole 
picture. God had a plan for the Jews. Esther could 
co-operate and be blessed, or she could rebel-and 
suffer loss; but in neither case could she stay the 
plan of God. But she should not have thought in 
terms of what would happen to her personally, 
rather she should have felt that she was brought 
to a place of great responsibility in the kingdom 
that she might choose to be a co-worker with God. 
God has a plan for everyone of us, and it is up 
to us to choose to be a co-worker with God, He 
will never force it upon us. 


God, then has a plan that He is working out in 
the world, and God also has a man who will help 
Him, and if you are to be that man you must 
choose to become a co-worker with God. This 
choice is not artificial and forced, it is real and 
personal. In the New Testament we learn how 
God draws near to us and puts the choice to us. 
Let us see. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. We are chosen in Him — Ephesians 1:3-6. 
Please note that we are not chosen to go to heaven 
no matter what we do on earth, rather we are 
chosen to live a blameless life here and heaven ! 
the end result. 


2. We are called by the preaching of the Gospel 
—Romans 8:28-30. Whenever we hear a Gospel 
message God is seeking to call us, and the very 
fact that we hear a Gospel message is proof that 
en is interested in us and has chosen that we 
ear. 


3. We are saved when we believe in our hearts 
and confess with our mouths—Romans 10:910, 
13. When any one hears the Gospel whosoever he 
may be if he believes and calls upon the name 
of the Lord he shall be saved. 
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4, We are sent when we have been saved— 
Romans 10:14-15 and John 20:21. 


God has a plan and He has chosen that men 
should choose to be co-workers with Him. He 
calls men to unite with Him and when they hear 
and believe the Gospel they are saved, and God 
is ready to send them forth to serve. When a man 
hears the Gospel, believes, is saved, and begins 
to serve he knows that he has made the choices 
every step of the way, and yet he also realizes 
that God has so worked it that Christ’s words are 
true,” Ye have net chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that you should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 
main. (John 15:16). 


Suggestions 


1, Here is an illustration that might help your 
group get the truth in mind. Our confession of 
faith states this thing about which we are talking 
in these words: “God from all eternity did by the 
most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to 
pass, yet so as thereby neither is God the author 
of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the 
creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of sec- 
ond causes taken away, but rather established.” 
(Ch. III, par. 1) If we were to take the first 
half of this statement alone—God has ordained 
whatsoever comes to pass—we should be fatalists 
and nothing we did would matter. And if we were 
to take the second half alone—but in such a way 
that no pressure is brought to bear on the free 
wil—we would have to be atheists and man would 
be the measure of all things. We know that 
neither is true, but that both taken together are 
true to the Word of God and Christian experience, 
even though we may not understand the mystery 
of how God does it. 


2, Last month we examined the theme for the 
year, “A More Excellent Way”. As we look at our 
world and see on every hand the need for a better 
way of doing things in the world and in fellow- 
ship with other humans, and when we look into 
our own hearts and see there the need for the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus, these declare that God 
is calling us and they should make us feel that 
We are brought to the Kingdom for just such a 
time as this, and we should choose to let Christ 


have His way and to follow the more excellent 
way, 


Program Outline 


Use the story of Esther, the Scripture Lesson, 
and then have a discussion of how we may know 
that we have been chosen of God. (Any one who 
hears the Gospel and believes has the assurance). 
Then discuss some of the things that need to be 
done for the sake of the Kingdom in your church 
and community. Face these as the responsibility 
or which you were brought to the Kingdom in this 
time. Open with some hymn such as “All Hail ti 
Power of Jesus’ Name” and close with the theme 
hymn “Rise Up O Men of God.” 


Third Sunday: God Has A Hand. 
Introduction 
eck in the last century there used to be = 
ot of folks who said that God made the world and 
mankind just like we make clocks. He created it 
Wound it up with a lot of energy and laws, and 
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since then it has just been running on its own 
steam while God is away off in the far away 
spaces tending to other business. A lot of folks 
today still carry that idea that God is far away 
some where in the heavens so that mortals can’t 
know Him personally or intimately. A lot of us 
are sort of like a bank cleck I talked to the other 
day. He remarked that he bet I’d never make it 
out of this world alive. I reminded him that the 
Bible teaches that there will be one generation 
of Christians living when the Lord Jesus returns 
who will be translated and make it out alive. H- 
replied, “Well, even if I am alive then I won’t 
make it, for if I ever see the Lord it will scare me 
to death anyhow.” We often feel that God is far 
away, removed from us, and that we would be 
seared to death if we saw Him. 


But in the Word of God we learn that God has 
drawn near to us in Christ, and that the high and 
holy One who inhabits eternity has now come to 
dwell in our hearts so that as we live day by 
day we live in personal, intimate fellowship with 
Him and He has a hand in every thing that 
happens to us. So we can say that God has a plan 
that He is working out in the world, and God 
has a man to help in that plan and as we receive 
Christ and begin to serve Him we can be that 
man. And when we do we know that God has a 
hand in everything that happens to us and is seek- 
ing to make everything work out to our good and 
to His glory. (Rom. 8:28). 


Scripture Lesson 
The story of Joseph in our Old Testament is 
the best illustration we have of this truth. All of 
us have heard the story since we were small chil- 
dren in the Sunday school, but let us not think 
that we have mastered all that there is in that 
story for us. If Thomas Mann could write four 
big novels on that story surely there is still some 

more in it that we don’t know. 


The whole narrative of Joseph is found in 
Genesis 37-50. Read the whole story before the 
meeting, and then let some one read Genesis 
50:15-21 before the group. The secret of all that 
happened to Joseph is Genesis 50:20. Many of the 
things that come in life seem to bring evil, oft 
times men who do them mean evil against us, 
but in them all Good is ruling and over-ruling for 
our good. Men mean us evil in many things, but 
in all things God means us good. 


Suggestions : 

Read chapter IV, “The Creed Illustrated,” ir 
Smith’s “The Creed of Presbyterians.” Using th 
story of Joseph and the illustrations in this chap- 
ter you can plan a good program. Use hymns such 
as “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us,” and “H~ 
Leadeth Me O Blessed Thought.” 


Fourth Sunday: Everybody Has A Place. 
Introduction 

We Presbyterians believe that wherever two 
or more people gather who believe on Jesus Christ 
as He is presented to us in the Word of God there 
is a portion of the Church of the Living God, 
and that the real Church is made up of all who 
ever have, do now, or ever shall so believe in 
Jesus Christ. 


But when any group of two or more gathers 
for worship and service there must be some kind 
of organization to govern their life and service. 
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Some people believe that God has ordained cer- 
tain men to be the head of the churches and that 
these men—popes, bishops, overseers—know the 
will of God in a special way and can pass it on 
down to the people in the churches. Other groups 
feel that every local group of believers is a law 
unto itself and so they govern by congregations. 
But Presbyterians believe that the risen Christ 
alone is the great Head of the Church, and that 
every person who has believed on Him is vitally 
united to Him in mind, heart and will. Therefore 
every person not only has a responsibility to obey 
the mind of Christ in the worship and service 0’ 
the church, but also in governing the church. But 
what is everybody’s business is nobody’s business 
therefore God has chosen to govern His church 
by means of elders who are elected by the congre- 
gation exercising its right to have a say so : 
the government of the church. The Greek wor 
for elders is presbyter; therefore we are known 
as the Presbyterian Church, that is we are that 
branch of the great Church Universal that governs 
its worship and service by means of elders chosen 
by the congregation under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. We recognize every group every- 
where that believes in Christ as He is set forth 
in the Scriptures as a real church, but we believe 
that God wants His church governed by Pres- 
byters. 


What is the Scripture for our position? 


Scripture Lesson 
1. The Church is a priesthood of Believers— 1! 
Peter 2:9-10; Rev. 1:4-6. We are each believer 
priests who have a priestly task to perform. 


2. Christ alone is Head of the Church—Ephe- 
sians 1:19-23. When God raised Christ from the 
dead He made Him head over all things, including 
the church. 


3. Christ has given gifts to every member of 
His Church—Eph. 4:2-11. The risen Christ bestows 
a gift, a capacity for specific sort of service, upon 
every member of His Church. To some He gives 
the capacity for preaching, to another teaching, 
to another ruling, to another giving, and so. A 
Church goes forward when every member finds 
the gift of the Spirit that is his and uses faith- 
fully that gift. 


4, Elders are to be appointed to rule—Titus 
1:7-9 and 1 Tim. 3:1-7. Elder and Bishop refer 
to the one office and are used interchangeably in 
the New Testament. These passages describe the 
kind of men that should be elders. 


5. Deacons are appointed to serve—Acts 6:1-7 
and 1 Timothy 3:8-13. Elders rule by looking aft- 
er the spiritual welfare of the church, and Deacons 
serve by looking after the material welfare of 
the church, though this does not mean that they 
have no definitely spiritual responsibilities. These 
passages describe the New Testament origin of 


the office and the kind of men who ought to 
serve. 


6. These are given to the church that we may 
all grow in grace—Eph. 4:13-16. These are not 
given to rule over us, nor to do the work for us, 
but that by leading we may all together do the 
work and grow in the likeness of Christ. 


Suggestions 
Use this introduction, the Scriptural outlinc, 


and chapter V, “The Creed Catholic” in Smith; 
“The Creed of Presbyterians” and you ought ¢ 
understand better why you are a Presbyterian 
Use such hymns as “Jesus Calls Us,’ “O Master 
Let Me Walk with Thee,” and “Lead On 0 King 
Eternal.” 


Thought Progress For The Month 


As a Christian I believe that every person who 
truly believes in Jesus Christ as He is presenteq 
in the Scripture is a born again child of God 
and that wherever two or more of these believers 
are gathered together to preach the Word of 
God and administer the Sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper in His name there is 4 
true church. But as a member of the Presbyterian 
branch of the Christian family I believe and em. 
phasize that God has a plan that He is working 
out and no man can stay it, that God has a man 
who will work with Him in this plan and whow- 
ever hears the Gospel may be that man if he 
chooses, that God is present to take a hand in 
everything that concerns me and make it work 
for my good and His glory, and that God intends 
that His church be governed by all the believer; 
through their elected representatives. 


“TT HRSBt twee 


Abraham And Lot 
The Giant And The Pigmy 


Our two men, Abraham and Lot, uncle and 
nephew, the giant and the pigmy, were both 
saved men. All of us are sure, of course, of Abra- 
ham’s salvation, but we would be in a state of 
uncertainty about Lot were it not for the words 
of Peter calling him “righteous.” 


I. Let us first look at Abraham’s Bigness. 


Abraham was a man with a large faith; so big 
that he could venture forth on God’s promise; 
that he could wait for long years the fulfilling 
of the promise, and could stand a test that few 
men could stand, in regard to Isaac his son. 


Abraham had a big will, big enough to submit 
and to obey, the two hardest things for most men 
to do. He was a big-hearted man, generous to his 
nephew Lot. His courage was great, for he was 
not afraid to attack a strong enemy to rescue his 
nephew. He was an independent man, too proud 
to accept presents from the Cannaanites. He was 
biggest in his friendship, for God called him 
His friend. 


We expect a man of this kind to wield 2 big 
influence and receive a rich reward, and become 
a wonderful blessing to the world. In Abraham 
we find one of the towering giants of history. 


II. Now let us think of Lot’s Littleness. 


Dr. Alexander Whyte says, “We are never told 
all his life one large-hearted, or one noble-minded, 
thing about Lot.” 


True, he had a little faith, faith enough to sv 
him and make him follow Abraham. 


His littleness shows itself in the choice he 
made, revealing his character so plainly, in th 
vision he had, so near-sighted that he saw 
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ys far. as the fertile fields close to Sodom and © 


could not see the sin and danger there, in his 
lack of courage as he “vexed” his soul in Sodom, 
but was not man enough either to rebuke its 
sing and to separate himself from its contamina- 
tion. 


Such a man had little or no influence on the 
men of Sodom and we do not wonder that he left 
Sodom a ruined man. We can write some words 
after Lot, all beginning with “un”. He was un- 
happy, unsafe, unused, unrewarded. He is a type 
of a worldly-minded Christian. 


——— 
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Here are two pictures as “they two” travelled 
together. We see the Greatness of Abraham and 
the Littleness of Lot even more strikingly as they 
walk side by side. And when they separated it 
was the High Way for Abraham and the Low Way 
for Lot. Which way will it be for us? 


“To every man there openeth 

A High Way and a Low 

And each one decideth 

Which way his soul shall go.” 
—P.P.P. 








Sabbath School Lessons For May 


LESSON FOR MAY 6 


The Hebrew Monarchy 
At Its Height 


Scripture: I and II Sam.; I Kings 1-11. De- 
yotional Reading, Ps. 122. Special Scripture: I 
Kings 7:51-8:21; 9-11. Print I Kings 9:1-7, 26: 
10:26-28; 11:4, 11. 


Three words might describe this period:Rising, 
Shining, Fading. 


Four men stand out in this large block of He- 
brew History: Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon. Two 
ere great and good men, Samuel and David; 
one a very wicked man, Saul; one a strange mix- 
ture of wisdom and folly, of good and evil, of 
glory and shame, Solomon. 


Four Outstanding Men 


‘Samuel. Samuel, asked of the Lord, loaned to 
the Lord, planted in the house of the Lord, is one 
of Israel’s greatest men; a prophet, a founder of 
the schools of the prophets—seminaries—and a 
king-maker, Given to God from his birth, called 
of God at an early age, he was faithful to God 
and God’s people until his death; one of the 
noblest national leaders this world has ever seen. 


Saul. Saul, every inch a king, as far as physique 
was concerned, and with some kingly traits, was 
given “another heart” to especially fit him for his 
office. In spite of his natural endowments and 
his special equipment for service, and the promis- 
ing beginning of his reign, he made a tragic 
failure as a leader. Self-will, stubbornness, dis- 
obedience, envy—these and other sins wrecked his 
life and almost ruined his kingdom. How such a 
man could have such a noble and unselfish and 
generous and brave a son as Jonathan is one of 
the mysteries of heredity and marvels of God’s 


grace. Saul the suicide, could be written on his 
tombstone, 


David. David, man after God’s own heart, in 
spite of his heinous sins, and the tragedy of his 
home life which saddened his later days, is in 
os ways Israel’s greatest king. His tender 
heart and consuming love for God offset his glar- 
ing faults and made both God and his people love 
him. The Lord looketh on the heart and a broken 


and contrite heart He will not despise. His sins 
were great, but his repentance was deep and sin- 
cere. His love and loyalty to God were unques- 
tioned. As a musician and Psalm writer, a brave 
warrior, an able, wise and tactful ruler he is an 
example of the best kings in the Hebrew monarchy. 


Solomon. Solomon, David’s great son, is one of 
the enigmas of history. How such a wise man 
could “play the fool” both personally and po- 
litically, is hard to understand, unless we remem- 
ber that “goodness” is better than “wisdom”, un- 
less that wisdom is from above and teaches us to 
fear the Lord as the beginning of wisdom. Also; 
it is easier to give wise advice than to follow 
that advice in our own lives. 


We now study this man’s reign in more detail. 


Solomon In All His Glory. 
Il. Kings 7:51 - 8:21; 9-10. 


David had earnestly desired to build the 
Temple, but God had forbidden him to do so since 
he was a man of blood. Solomon was selected to do 
this. David gathered much material, prepared for 
the work, and instructed his son to carry out the 
great desire of his heart. 


Our Scripture begins with the completion of 
this task. Solomon, with Hiram as ally and helper, 
had finished the house of the Lord and the furni- 
ture and vessels. He now brings in all the “things 
which David his father had dedicated; even the 
silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
“Tait the treasures of the house of the Lord.” 
(7:51). 


In chapter 8 we have the most beautiful and 
impressive ceremony of the dedication of the 
Temple. 


It was a magnificent occasion. The elders and 
chiefs of the tribes were called, the ark of the 
covenant was brought up, amid the sacrificing 
of countless sheep and oxen. Most reverently 
and impressively the ark was brought in and 
“the glory of the Lord filled the house of the 
Lord.” 


Verses 12-21 record the speech of Solomon. It 
is a model speech for such an occasion, giving a 
short review of the historical facts in regard to 
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the part his father had played in preparation for 
the work and the intrusting of the sacred task 
to his son. 


Then follows in verses 22-60 his beautiful dedi- 
catory prayer, one of the great prayers of the 
Bible. Would that our leaders today could and 
would pray such prayers! 


This is followed by a great feast and time 
of rejoicing. We have here one of the high water 
marks in the history of the Jews. Solomon’s glory 
never shines more brilliantly than when he stood 
before the altar of the Temple spreading forth 
his hands toward heaven beseeching God in be- 
half of his nation. Would that we had some pic- 
tures of our rulers, our “Big Three” and “Big 
Fours” on their knees, or standing before the 
altar, spreading their hands toward Heaven, ask- 
ing God to forgive and guide and bless! 


I. Kings 9:1-7. 


The Lord had appeared to Solomon in chapter 
3:5. He now appears a second time and assures the 
king that He has heard his prayer; that He has 
hallowed this house and put “my name there for- 
ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be 
there perpetually.” (Vs. 3). 


Then comes a conditional promise: “If thou 
wilt walk before me then I will estab- 
lish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for- 
ever.” “But if ye shall at all turn—then I will cut 
off Israel out of the land which I have given 
them.”’ Why will people not heed the plain warn- 
ings of God which accompany His blessed promises? 
Warnings and promises, life and death, blessing 
and curses are placed side by side. 


In the remainder of this chapter and in chapter 
10 we are told many more things about the glory 
of Solomon; the visit of the Queen of Sheba; 
the tremendous amount of gold acquired by the 
king; the magnificence of his drinking vessels; 
the shields of beaten gold; the brilliance of the 
royal court. “So king Solomon exceeded all the 
kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom’”’. 
(vs. 23) “And all the earth sought to Solomon 
to hear his wisdom which God had put in his 
heart” (vs. 24) All who came brought presents. 
No wonder his “head was turned”! 


He also assembled horses, chariots, and a “navy’’. 


Solomon In All His Shame And 
Folly—Chapter 11. 


We have only space to mention this. 


There are sad words in this chapter. “But king 
Solomon loved many strange women” (vs. 1) 
“when Solomon was old, his wives turned away 
his heart after other gods (vs. 4); “and Solomon 
did evil in the sight of the Lord” (vs. 6) “Then 
did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, 
the abomination of Moab” (vs. 7). Thus reads 
the sad and sickening story. Read and ponder for 
yourself. 


The sequel follows: “And the Lord was angry 
with Solomon”; “and the Lord stirred up an 
adversary unto Solomon” (vs. 14); “and God 
stirred up an adversary” (vs. 23); “And Jere- 
boam.” (see vss. 26-40). 
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Could national and world leaders find a more 
profitable employment than the prayerful study 
of the lives of these four men? 


Could we “common people’’? 


LESSON FOR MAY 13 


The Tragedy Of The 
Northern Kingdom 


Scripture: I Kings 12-22; II Kings 1-10, 15: 
17:6-8. Print I Kings 12:26-830; 19:1-4, 13b-18: 
II Kings 17:7-8. Devotional Reading: Amos 5:6-15, 


The tragedy of the Northern Kingdom is the 
tragedy of SIN—the same sin or sins that have 
caused the downfall of all nations—. Its tragedy 
is similar to the tragedy of Rome or Germany 
or America, if she ever falls. 


Amos explains it in the passage given as our 
devotional reading. “Your manifold transgressions 
and your mighty sins.” (Amos 5:12) If Israel had 
only heeded the “country preacher” as he pled 
with them: “Seek the Lord and ye shall live”; 
“Seek good and not evil, that ye may live”; “Hate 
the evil and love the good’! (vss. 6, 14, 16) 
Would that all of us preachers were as faithful 
in dealing with our beloved country as Amos was 
in pleading with Israel. Would we be treated as 
he was treated? It is sin that kills nations just as 
it is sin that kills souls. “The wages of sin is 
death”: this is just as true of countries as of 
individuals. 


I. Kings 12:26-30. 


After the death of Solomon, the stubbornness 
and folly of Reheboam, Solomon’s son, in heeding 
the advice of the “young men”, caused a split 
in the Kingdom, ten of the tribes rebelling against 
him, and only two, Judah and Benjamin, remain- 
ing loyal. The ten tribes—the Northern Kingdom 
—chose Jereboam as their king. This had already 
been foretold by the prophet Ahijah. (See | 
Kings 11:29-40) God makes Jereboam a gracious 
promise that if he will “Hearken unto all that | 
command thee and wilt walk in my ways—I will 
be with thee and build thee a sure house.” Truly 
God is no respector of persons. 


But in our Scripture we find Jereboam quickly 
turning aside from God and making the two 
calves, setting one in Bethel and the other in Dan, 
afraid that if his people still went to Jerusalem 
to worship they would soon return to their former 
allegiance. Worldly wisdom instead of faith and 
obedience to God is stil] the policy of most ruler. 
This was the same form of idolatry that Aaron 
and the people were guilty of when they made 
the golden calf at the foot of Sinai. 


Verse 30 declares, “and this thing became 4 
sin, for the people went to worship before the 
one, even to Dan.” Jereboam departed still farther 
from God, “sacrificing unto the calves that he 
had made,” making priests of the lowest of the 
people, devising things after his own heart. He 
was severely rebuked by “a man of God,” but com 
tinued to lead Israel into sin. The phrase col 
stantly written after his name, “Jereboam, the 
son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin” remin 
us of the phrase after Judas’ name in the New 
Testament. What are we writing after our names: 
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- Qur catechism says that some sins are more 
heinous than others. Here is certainly one of the 
worst-—to lead a nation into sin. World leaders 
of this kind will surely suffer terrible punish- 
ment in the judgment day. 


I. Kings 19:1-4; 13b-18. 


Under the weak and wicked Ahab and his 
srong-minded and vicious wife, Jezebel, sin and 
idolatry took a more blasphemous turn. In 16:30 
we read: “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil 
in the sight of the Lord above all that were before 
him.” And in 21:25, “But there was none like 
unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wicked- 
ness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his 
wife stirred up.” The priests and prophets of 
Baal, the awful heathen god, were in authority and 
the worshippers of the true God were persecuted 
and slain. 


Elijah was the stern and courageous prophet 
of the Lord and won a spectacular victory on 
Mount Carmel, but so great was the terror of 
Jezebel that when she sent her message (verse 2) 
to him he fled from her face and in his discourage- 
ment wished that he might die. But while there 
was no real or lasting reformation, yet there were 
“seven thousand in Israel’? who had remained true 
to Jehovah and His worship. God always has “a 
remnant” even in the darkest days of apostasy. 


God encourages His servant and sends him 
back to perform certain duties in regard to the 
future of the kingdom and the prophetic office 
(see vss. 15-17). In spite of all Elijah and Elisha 
could do, no national revival came. There was not 
a single really good ruler in all these years, al- 
though some were less wicked than others. Dy- 
nasties were changed, the prophets preached and 
pled, but the Northern Kingdom continued to go 
down the broad road to destruction—the path that 
Jereboam started them on. 


II Kings 17:7-8. 


_Hoshea, the last king of Israel, “did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel 
which were before him.” This slightly better turn 
did not save the kingdom, however, for the ac- 
cumulated sins of the past swept them away. 
The immediate cause was the foolish conspiracy 
against the king of Assyria after he had submitted 
to him and became his servant. (see vss. 1-7 of 
this chapter). This “double-crossing” so angered 
halmanezer that he beseiged Samaria, took it, 
bound Hoshea in prison, and carried Israel cap- 
tive. Here we have the story of the “lost tribes” 
and the mixed race we find in Samaria. 


May we give in closing some brief snatches 
of quotations explaining this heart-sickening death 
of a nation. (see verses 7-41). “The children of 
Israel had sinned against the Lord”; “And walked 
In the statutes of the heathen”; “Did secretly 
those things which were not right—built them 

Places—set them up images and groves— 
burnt incense in all the high places—they served 
idols—the Lord testified against Israel—they would 
not hear—they rejected His statutes and His 
covenant—they followed vanity, and became vain, 
and went after the heathen—and they. caused 
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their sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire—therefore the Lord was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them out of His sight.” The 
tragedy of a nation, a most favored and richly 
blessed nation, strangled by sin. 


As we stand by her death bed and hear the 
rattle of death in her throat may we, as a na- 
tion “Consider our ways’’! 


Is there not more than enough sin in America— 
God-blessed America—to cause a tragedy here? 


LESSON FOR MAY 20 


The Defeat Of The 
Southern Kingdom 


Scripture: I Kings 12:1-17; II Kings 11-25; 
Jeremiah 18-39. Print Jeremiah 18:1-10, 15a, 17a. 
Devotional Reading: II Chron. 6:36-39; 7:14. 


The Northern Kingdom was carried into cap- 
tivity in 722 B.C. and lost, nothing remaining but 
the mixed Samaritan people who “feared the 
Lord, and served their own gods, after the manner 
of the nations.” The Southern Kingdom survived 
until 586 B.C. and was then carried into captivity 
by Nebuchadnezzar, but was restored after seventy 
years of exile. The one may well be called a 
“tragedy” and the other a “defeat,” or a sore 
chastening at the hand of the Lord. We want 
to give first a 


Brief History Of This Defeat. 


There are some striking differences between 
the courses of the two kingdoms. In the Northern 
Kingdom there was a continual “going down,” 
for while there was material “prosperity” at times, 
and military and political successes, there was no 
religious revival to deserve the name. In religion 
the people went from bad to worse, although some 
of the rulers were not as wicked as others. There 
were also changes in dynasties and a certain sort 
of reform, but no real turning to God. This is 
well illustrated by Jehu. (see II Kings, ch. 9, 10) 
“Jehu destroyed Baal out of. Israel—but Jehu took 
no heed to walk in the law of the Lord—for he 
departed not from the sins of Jereboam”’. 


In the Southern Kingdom there were genuine 
“revivals” when the kings and the people turned 
to the Lord in sincere repentance. The dynasty 
of David remained in power, except for the brief 
usurpation of Athaliah. The Temple was at 
Jerusalem and although the service and building 
were sadly neglected and sometimes profaned, 
there were periods when its worship was re- 
stored in its purity. 


The foolish Reheboam threw away his oppor- 
tunity of conciliating and uniting his nation by 
listening to the advice of the young men, and for 
some time there was war between the two sec- 
tions. His son, Abijah, won a notable victory over 
Jereboam and “waxed mighty,” but could not be 
classed as a good king, even though the victory 
was won “because they relied upon the Lord God 
of their fathers.” 


Asa and Jehoshaphat were good men. The latter, 
however, formed a: foolish alliance with the un- 
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godly Ahab and was rebuked in the well-known 
words, “Shouldest thou help the ungodly and love 
them that hate the Lord’? “Therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord.” It would be 
well if these words were remembered today when 
we ally ourselves with nations that “hate the 
Lord,” and especially should the Church beware 
of unholy alliances. God’s children cannot afford 
to be found among those that are on the devil’s 
side. Both the nation and the church are stronger 
when they refuse to be so entangled. 


Jehoram walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel. He married the daughter of Ahab and 
wrought much evil in the eyes of the Lord. 
Ahaziah reigned only one year, was slain, and his 
mother, the wicked Athaliah, took over the throne 
and slew all the seed royal of the house of Judah, 
except Joash who was hidden in the house of God 
= years when he was made king and Athaliah 
slain. 


The next four kings were on the “fifty-fifty” 
order, partly good and partly bad. They did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord but with 
some qualifying phrase. Of Joash it is said, “all 
the days of Jehoida the priest.” It was the influ- 
ence of this godly man that kept the boy king 
straight, and after his death “they left the house 
of the Lord God of their fathers, and served 
groves and idols; and wrath came upon Judah and 
Jerusalem for this their trespass.’”’ (see II. Chron. 
Ch. 24). 


Of Amaziah it is said, “but not with a perfect 
heart.”” He was a prosperous ruler and very suc- 
cessful in war but was finally defeated by Joash, 
king of Israel. He very definitely “did turn away 
from following the Lord.” Uzziah did right ac- 
cording to all that his father did. His reign was 
the longest of any of the kings, 52 years. He pros- 
pered and the Lord helped him, but he became 
proud and presumptuous, even went into the 
temple of the Lord to burn incense and was pun- 
ished by being made a leper. Jotham followed his 
father’s footsteps, but did not presume to the 
office of priest. “So Jotham became mighty, be- 
cause he prepared his ways before the Lord his 
God.” (II Chron, Ch. 27) He seemed the best of 
the four, but “the people did yet corruptly.” 


Ahaz, his son, was a very wicked ruler. He 
walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and 
the Lord brought Judah low because of his terrible 
sins. Hezekiah was one of the noblest and best of 
Judah’s kings and God answered his prayers in 
a marvellous way. (See II Chron. 29 - 32). He 
was followed by Manasseh, one of the most wick- 
ed. His only redeeming ~uality was his repentance 
for his sin, (II Chron. 33:1-20). Amon was wicked 
and humbled not himself. Josiah was a splendid 
ruler. His “tender heart’? and his great Passover 
feast stand out, and when he died Jeremiah lament- 
ed for Josiah. 


In quick succession the others followed: Jehoa- 
haz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, and the 
captivity. 


The Passage From Jeremiah. 
Jer. 18:1-10, 15a, 17a. 
Jeremiah had the sad and thankless task of 
preaching to Judah during the days just before 
their:defeat. He is known as the “weeping 
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prophet,” and well might he weep both for th 
slain of the daughter of his peesle and also for 
himself. He was called “traitor”, persecuted, and 
misunderstood. 


The passage before us is the well-known illys. 
tration of the Potter and the marred and restored 
vessel. The application is easy to see. God can 
“make” or “break” nations as easily as the potter 
moulds the clay. 


The explanation of God’s dealings with nations 
is given in verses 15 and 17. “Because my people 
hath forgotten me”—“All the nations that forget 
God” shall be turned into hell. How about Ameri. 
ca? “They have burned incense to vanity”—Do we 
not worship vain things in this country? “It takes 
very little to satisfy the minds of the American 
people today.” 


“I will scatter them as an east wind before 
the enemy.” We are in no mood to listen to such 
a warning now, flushed with victory, but let us 
take heed or our sins will find us out some day, 
God is no respecter of nations. 


Devotional Reading. 

We are closing with this, instead of beginning 
with it, for it has one of the most quoted and 
least practiced verses in the Bible as its last verse 
—TII Chron. 7:14. “If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 


This is God’s gracious answer to Solomon's 
pleas which he makes in verses 36 - 39 of chap 
ter 6, and other places in that beautiful prayer. 


Here is God’s “way out” for a sin-sick land. 
America is SIN-SICK. No question as to this. The 
question is: are we willing to be healed in God's 
way? There is no other. 


LESSON FOR MAY 27 


The Returned Exiles 
And Their Work 


Scripture: Ezra; Nehemiah. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 126. Print Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 8, 
12; 9:1-3. 


Ezra - Nehemiah. 

These two names stand out in this post-exile 
period, but there were many others who did their 
part, notably, Haggai, the prophet, Zerubbabel, 
the governor, and Joshua, the high priest, 4 
well as the people who had a mind to work. 


Ezra, the priest and scribe, “prepared his heart 
to seek the law of the Lord and to do it and 
to teach” it. He is a fine example of a real re 
ligious leader. To seek God’s law will make us wise 
with the wisdom from above; to do it will make 
us good men and good pastors; to teach it 
make us powerful, for the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation. 


Nehemiah, the patriot and statesman would put 
most of our political leaders to shame. Here was# 
man who was willing to give up a most lucrative 
and easy position and go to his poverty 
nation and-to his people in their need; to pay out 
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of his own pocket all the expenses; to undertake 
, most difficult and dangerous task. Someone has 
well said that the difference between a politician 
yd a statesman is this: “A statesman wants to 
jo something for his country; a politician wants 
the country to do something for him,” and especial- 
ly to pay him a good salary. Nehemiah was a 
patriot and statesman. Do we have many like 
him today? 


He rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem under terrible 
handicaps, he and his men having to be ready 
to build or fight as the case might be, with a 
wword in one hand and a trowel in the other. He 
was tempted, mocked, and ridiculed by his enemies, 
yet persisted in his great work. 


But he did not stop with building the wall; 
he set about reforming the people, rebuilding 
their broken laws and broken character, for many 
abuses had crept in and the law had to be preached 
and administered in a stern manner. Would that 
or public men today had as much moral back- 
bone, especially in regard to home life, the mar- 
riage relation, and Sabbath desecration! We cer- 
tainly need some Puritans. Nehemiah was a Puritan 
of the Oliver Cromwell type. 


Nehemiah and Ezra worked together. The one 
was a splendid complement to the other. Ezra with 
his fine knowledge of the law and Nehemiah with 
his good common sense and practical] ability. If 
preachers and statesmen would work together we 
might hope for a better world. Do we have either 
the preachers like Ezra or the political leaders like 
Nehemiah? They made a noble team. 


Shall we not pray very earnestly that God will 
raise up some teams like these men to rebuild 
our torn and broken world? We cannot rebuild 
except as we build on Christ and the Bible—the 
Written Word and the Living Word. 


Devotional Reading 
Psalm 126 


This beautiful Psalm describes the feelings of 
those who came back from captivity. There was 
the mixture of the unreality of a dream and the 
great joy of those freed from slavery. It was too 

to be true—it must be a dream—and yet it 
was true and it made them laugh and sing. The 
Lord had indeed done great things for them where- 
of they were glad. Do we praise Him for setting 
us free from the captivity of sin? Have we ever 
sid, “Thank you Lord for saving my soul; thank 
you Lord, for making me whole; thank you, Lord, 
for giving to me, your great salvation, so full and 
free”? Our mouths ought to be filled with laughter 
and our tongues with singing. 


Verses 5 and 6 are among the most touching 
and beautiful in the Bible. First, the well-estab- 
lished fact; “they that sow in tears shall reap 
lite. We have experienced this in our own 
Yves and know it is true. Second, the glorious 
promise to be claimed by preachers, Sabbath School 
eachers, and parents,” He that goeth forth and 
Weepeth, bearing precious seed (i.e. seed for sow- 
ing) shall doubtless come again with rejoicing 
Uinging his sheaves with him.” Many a faithful 


‘ed-sower will one day be able to say, Amen. 
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The Great Revival Under Nehemiah 
And Ezra. Neh. 8-9. Printed Text. 


There are several most interesting and important 
lessons to be gathered from these verses. 


1. The oft-recurring phrase, “all the people’. 
Verse 1; “All the people gathered themselves to- 
gether as one man.” If we could get all people to 
come to hear God’s Word, we would expect great 
results. Verse 2, “The ears of the people were 
attentive.” What an audience for a preacher or 
teacher! Verse 5, “All the people stood up”— 
reverent in their attitude. Verse 6, “All the people 
answered, Amen, Amen’”—responsive to the Word. 
Verse 9, “All the people wept’. Would that we 
could see more tears, real tears of repentance, 
tears that mean broken and contrite hearts. Verse 
12, “All the people went their way ... to make 
great mirth.” “Oh, the happiness of the man whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” 
Why can we not see a sight like this today? 


2. The prominent place given to the Word of 
God. This was no exhibition of the eloquence of 
men; it was a simple reading and explaining of 
the Word. It shows the power of that Word to 
reach and touch and change men’s hearts. No 
wonder Paul said, ““Preach the Word.” It is indeed 
“living and active.” This is what people need. 


3. This combination of “all the people” and the 
Word of God, the Spirit accompanying the Word, 
brought about a Great Revival. The people deeply 
and sincerely repented, turned from their sins, 
made a solemn covenant with God, believed the 
words of God, and received the joy of forgiven 
sin. They showed the living character of their faith 
by their works as they went home to live different 
lives and be a blessing to their neighbors. 


Oh, for a revival like this today? Why not? We 
not only have the law, but the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. If we could only get “all the peo- 
ple” to listen! Why is it so hard to get unsaved 
people to come to hear the Gospel? 


Will you be one of those who will pray for such 
a revival? 


Our Memory verse is a splendid promise to close 
with: “Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
_, search for me with all your heart.” Jer. 
29:13. 





<> <> «$< 
GREAT SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 


Compiled by Alfred B. Smith. Published by 
Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. 
eg 25c per copy; $20.00 per 100 (not pre- 
paid). 





There is nothing unusual about the songs com- 
piled in this book. It contains many of the great 
songs the Christian Church has cherished through 
the years. Most of them are in the hymn books 
used in Presbyterian Churches. The value of this 
selection is that it is convenient for and especi- 
ally adapted to evangelistic services. Its inexpen- 
sive form will appeal to chapels and young 
churches operating on a limited budget. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
: April 1945 
April 1: 


Closing day of Spiritual Enrichment. 
War Relief Day for relief of suffering peoples 
throughout Europe and the Orient. 
April 1-15: 
Victory Crusade continues. 
April 8: 
Christian Education Day. 
April: 
Circle Topic: “Say So” - Because I am a Chris- 
tian. 
Auxiliary Topic: “Consider The Children - How 
They Grow.” Christian Education emphasis. 
Presbyterial Auxiliary Annual Meeting. 
>—<» +e 


The Birthday Gift Dispensary 


For Mboi Station 


By Mrs. J. K. Hobson, A.P.C.M. 
Mboi 

The healing of people’s bodies and the allevi- 
ation of physicial suffering often open the door 
to the evangelization of a tribe or a whole district. 
Here at Mboi we have no hospital, no doctor, and 
no foreign nurse. There is a small one-room stick 
and mud dispensary with dirt floor and grass roof. 
From there a native male nurse dispenses medi- 
cines, heals sores, and cures minor diseases. This 
medical work, simple as it necessarily is with our 
meager equipment and lack of personnel, has been 
a door-opener. It has helped change whole villages 
from indifference and even antagonism to friendli- 

ness and a willingness to hear the Gospel. 


Let us stand at the entrance to the dispensary 
and take a look at some of the patients as they 
come for treatment. Here comes a child led by 
his mother. His little body is swollen; his usual 
black skin changed to peculiar yellow; his natural- 
ly black kinky hair turned into straight whitish 
strands. Intestinal parasites are eating away his 
life. Here is a woman, listless, emaciated, and very 
evidently suffering. You touch her body and find 
her burning with fever. Malaria is getting her 
down. Two men come carrying a pole on their 
shoulders from which is swung a rough hammock 
holding a young man. His big toe is cut in two 
lengthwise and the joint bone split open. On a 
hunt; his knife missed the animal and hit his 
own foot. 


And so the pageant passes before our eyes from 
day to day: personal servants, masons, carpenters, 
sawyers, teachers, pupils, local village people, 
men, women, and children from villages far and 
near. They are suffering from malaria, anemia, 
worms, liver flukes, cuts, scalds, burns, and all 
sorts of ailments. 


At this little dispensary, at the hands of the 
native nurse, they find kindness, sympathy, and 
physical healing. In the prayer meeting with which 
the morning’s work is begun, they hear of a God 
of love and of Jesus the Great Giver of Life. 
Through this ministry of love and mercy many 
individuals find Christ as their personal Saviour. 





The Mission Press 
Equipment Fund 


Humorists and cartoonists have from time jn. 
memorial seized upon the truth that women ar 
forever seeking bargains. And truly the women of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church will be buying 
an incomparable bargain to the glory of God a; 
they make their Auxiliary Birthday offering jy 
1945. Among the causes and institutions on the 
African Mission that will benefit from this gift 
is the Mission Press. 


The Mission Press, located at Luebo, Belgian 
Congo, has some forty-five native workers under 
the supervision of Rev. Lachlan C. Vass, Jr, 
Director of the Press. These natives are capable 
and do well every conceivable type of. work— 
etching photo-engraving plates, running intricately 
complicated machinery such as a_ steam engine 
and boiler, printing presses, stapling machines, 
and a Monotype type caster. During the past year 
they set 1,440 pages of type by hand and bound 
more than 40,000 books for use in the Mission 
schools, as’ well as the Bible School. A record 
number of pages were printed by them, 3,526,811 
pages to be exact—which is approximately 12% 
more than we printed the preceding year, also a 
record year. 


The production of the Press has increased steadi- 
ly through the years, but the demand has grown 
more than the supply. The demand has grown 
because of many reasons—principally, because 
civilization has and is making great inroads into 
the thinking of the native. Education is more 
highly prized, and a book is a pearl of great 
price. Missions alone have books printed in the 
vernacular, so it is quite conceivable when we 
say it is all but impossible for us to keep in stock 
all of the books of the Mission’s educational pro- 
gram. 


The Birthday Offering gift of the Woman's 
Auxiliary will to a great extent permit our supply 
to meet the demand, and to meet it in a far more 
effective and efficient manner. The Mission Press 
will benefit from this love offering in receiving 
the following new equipment: 


1. A Pony Miehle Press. In 1938 the Press was 
enabled through the generosity of Mr. and Mr. 
George W. St. Clair of Tazewell, Virginia to ob 
tain a large, smooth-running flatbed Pony Mieble 
Press. Literally millions of pages have come off 
of it to everyone’s mutual satisfaction. We want 
no better press; we simply need another 
press set up beside its older sister to help take 
care of the great volume of work. Then, too, We 
will have no long delays and shutdowns for lad 
of repair parts, for when a part breaks it 3 
months and months before we can expect 4 tt 
placement part from the States. It is quite # 
nuisance to be so far from the beaten track of 
technical service. However, with two identical 
presses and interchangeable parts on them, no.col- 
plete shutdown should ever be necessary. 
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9, Metal type cases. These will supplement and 
replace broken wooden trays that hold the indi- 
vidual type. The metal type cases can be cleaned 
much more easily and will make for permanency, 


4s well as permitting us to have places for addition-: 


al typesetters. 


3, One cistern. Power to run all of our ma- 
chinery is furnished by a steam boiler and engine. 
Consequently, our demand for water runs to over 
three hundred gallons of water each working day 
_and during the four-month dry season all of this 
water must be carried by bucket up a steep hill 
over a half a mile away. With this new cistern 
our steam engine will be able to run through the 
entire year using only rain water caught from 
the roofs of our plant. Incidentally, the mis- 
sonaries on Luebo Station will also benefit di- 
rectly from the Birthday Gift, for each individual 
home is to be provided with a cistern. At present 
the water for the Missionaries’ homes comes from 
a common spring where natives bathe and wash 
their clothes. As one missionary doctor put it, 
“{ don’t mind washing in secondhand bath water, 
but I hate to think that I’m drinking that water 
even though it has been boiled.” 


4, Pumps. These water pumps will be used in 
connection with raising the water from the under- 
ground cement cistern to the storage tanks in the 
photo-engraving laboratory and Monotype caster 
watercooling system. 


5. Stereotype outfit. A stereotype outfit will go 
far in helping us keep regular school, medical, 
and evangelistic forms available at all times. 
It will do away with the time-consuming task of 
— to set up complicated ruled forms so fre- 
quently, 


6. Routing machine. The Press photo-engraving 
laboratory, founded and built up by the fine work 
of Rev. J. H. Longenecker, is in desperate need of 
a routing machine. A router is a machine with a 
rapidly revolving vertical spindle and cutter for 
scooping out the unnecessary surface of metal 
which otherwise would spoil the pictures when 
printing from metal plates. Among a comparative- 
ly illiterate race that is just learning to read, the 
proverb, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” 
‘8 more apt than ever. More and more books are 
being profusely illustrated to appeal to the native 
and the simple Gospel message is portrayed in 
pictures constantly in the natives’ monthly paper, 


the “News of the People of the Kasai (River) 
Territory.” 


1. Proof Press. Another means of speeding up 
the work and giving us good galley proofs— 
something that we have never had — will be 
brought about by the addition of a hand-operated 
Proof press. Not only will this proof press speed 
up the work, but eyesight of proof readers and 

setters will be saved; for in the impressions 
used by them there will be no punching or bleary, 

“Printed letters that only indicate what might 

- While writing these words, Dr. William Rule, 
tre at Luebo en route to America, has just in- 
ormed me that Ngandu Jean, our head pressman, 
must do no. more close work for the present in 
reading, ete. Partial paralysis of one eye has 
taken place. Is it any wonder that we want to 
five the workmen every means of relieving. eye- 
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strain, especially since glasses are almost pro- 
hibitive to the native because of their high cost. 


There they are—seven wonderful contributions 
to the Press of your Africa Mission; And seven 
is the number of completion. With these modern 
additions to our equipment, the amount and the 
standard of printing work that we do will be 
made truly complete, as it has never been be- 
fore. Through each word that sparkles with fresh 
ink, then dries and links itself with each other 
word upon the page to form a phrase, a sentence 
and a final glad proclaiming of His Salvation— 
through each word will the God-used women givers 
of our Church speak. 


Though our hearts are filled to the brim with 
thanks for what this share of the Birthday Gift 
will do, we feel that it is not we missionaries 
alone who pour out our hearts in warm praise to 
Him for it all. Natives who are Christians and 
who gain their spiritual food so often from the 
printed page made available to them, and natives 
who are not yet born in Him, but who will find 
the first impulse to believe from that same printed 
page, all will glorify God because of this Gift. 

—Rev. and Mrs. Lachlan C. Vass, Jr. 


Preparing Key Men On The 
Congo Mission Field 


A Plea For Proper Housing For 
Evangelistic Students At Bibanga 
(Bibanga Balondi Units) 


A few weeks ago an aged evangelist, Kabeya 
Isaka, was called to his higher reward. Something 
over a quarter of a century ago this humble 
servant of the Lord was sent from Luebo into 
the heart of the Baluba country three hundred 
miles away. Reconnaissance had shown that here 
was an open door, and to Kabeya Isaka was as- 
signed the important task of securing an evan- 
gelistic bridgehead in the territory of this large 
and virile tribe. The outcome was the establish- 
ment of Bibanga Station, which now has almost 
two hundred outpost preaching points, more than 
five thousand church members, a well equipped 
hospital and a system of schools which enrolls 
over four thousand pupils. 


Kabeya Isaka never advanced far in book learn- 
ing. Nevertheless, in his train there follows a 
score of preachers who are also Christian school- 
masters. Like him they are the key men, the com- 
mandos, in the furtherance of the Gospel in cen- 
tral Africa, Congo pastors, trained medical work- 
ers in mission and state hospitals, top-flight edu- 
cationalists, able office clerks, clever mechanics, 
carpenters and masons, almost without exception, 
testify with gratitude that they were first inspired 
to seek Christ and to attain to better things by 
an evangelist in an outstation village. 


A reasonably thorough theological education was 
not one of Kabeya Iaska’s assets, but his sons 
and grandsons in the ministry have had the ad- 
vantage of some special training. The more gifted 
young men, after completing the regular station 
school. course, attend the Morrison Bible School 
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at Mutoto for three years. Others are trained at 
station Gospel Schools where a shorter two-year 
intensive course in Bible study and in the rudi- 
ments of homiletics and practical pastoral theology 
is offered. These Gospel Schools, while in no way 
supplanting the central Bible School, are meeting 
urgent needs in spite of the discouragingly in- 
adequate equipment at their disposal. 


When a young “theolog” enrolls at one of our 
seminaries at home he arrives with his wardrobe 
and his incipient library. He is assigned to a com- 
fortably furnished room in a chateau-like edifice 
for which generally no charge is made. An African 
theological student is advised to bring a Bible, a 
machete and a hoe. The Bible will be his chief 
textbook; with his work knife he is required to 
build or repair a hut in which he and his family 
can live; the hoe is the magic wand which re- 
plenishes his granary. 


We submit that, on the whole, this is a whole- 
some program for the time and the place, but 
missionaries have long chafed under circumstances 
which necessitate the unbusiness like waste of time 
and energy in incessantly building temporary living 
quarters. Our American common sense dictates 
that permanent dormitories should be erected and 
thus effect a substantial saving of time and effort 
for missionaries and students. Since most of 
Bibanga’s thirty-five ministerial candidates are 
married men, the unit system is preferable. The 
diminutive two-roomed cottages need be little 
larger than the huts in which they now taber- 
nacle. The chief requisite is that they be con- 
structed of materials which will withstand the on- 
slaughts of tropical downpours from above and 
the attack of termites from below. 


Now our hopes are to be fulfilled and our 
prayers answered: we give praise to God and 
thanks to “those women who labor with us in the 
Gospel” for the Auxiliary Birthday Gift which will 
provide us with this and other long-needed build- 
ing equipment on the Congo Mission Field. 


By Rev. V. A. Anderson, Ph. D. 
A. P. C. M., Bibanga. 


7-2 


God, Touch My Lifel 
God, touch my ears that I might hear, 
Above earth’s din, Thy voice ring clear; 


God, touch my eyes that I might see 
The tasks Thou’dst have me do for Thee; 


God, touch my lips that I might say 
Words that reveal the Narrow Way; 


God, touch my hands that I might do 
Deeds that inspire men to be true; 


God, touch my feet that I might go 
To do Thine errands here below; 


God, touch my life that I might be 
A flame that ever glows for Thee. 


—Selected. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE WESTMINSTER HISTORICAL 
ATLAS TO THE BIBLE 


Edited by George Ernest Wright and Floyd 
Vivian Filson. Introducted by William Foxwell 
Albright. The Westminster Press. Price $3.50, 


This publication is one of the most notable mix. 
tures of good material and bad mis-information 
this reviewer has seen in a long time. It fills , 
great need in an important field with its maps, 
topographical and geographical information, and 
is the finest book in that respect available to this 
date. The maps are brilliant and clear, all place; 
are remarkably easy to locate, and as an atlas the 
work is close to perfect. To the student of geo. 
graphy the book will be a valuable aid, and as far 
as we could check this section there are no flaws 
to be found nor adverse criticism to be uttered, S 
far the editors have done a grand piece of work. 


But the book is like the ancient cry of “poison 
in the pot” in another section. The maps and geo. 
graphical material form a minor part of the work, 
the balance of the book consisting of a history of 
Bible lands and an interpretation of that history. 
It is in this realm that an assault is made on the 
credibility of the Bible by the usual subtle means. 
The veracity of Scriptural accounts is denied, the 
historicity of many passages repudiated, and the 
most extreme conclusions of destructive criticism 
are calmly offered as proved fact, all to the ulti- 
mate discredit of the accepted text of the Bible. 


The “Chronological Outline of Ancient History” 
is divided into six sections, the first of which is 
entitled: “1. The Ancient World Before the Patri- 
archs.” “A. The Stone Age, Beginning 200,000 to 
500,000 Years Ago.” 


Here the exploded fallacies of the theory of 
evolution are allowed full sway, and the assured 
results of “guessiology” are advanced as solemn 
fact. This “history” begins with a discrepancy of 
three hundred thousand years, and states that the 
stone age ended “about 25,000 to 12,000 B.C.” 
We thus begin the credible history of man, cover- 
ing a span of some seven thousand years, with 
this hiatus of thirteen thousand years, piled upon 
the earlier gap of some three hundred thousand 
years! Incidentally, the statement that the “stone 
age” ended by 12,000 B.C. is a deliberate falsifi- 
cation: we have handled personally Egyptian stone 
artifacts in the Cairo Museum that were encised 
with heiroglyphics, decorated with engraved scenes, 
and had handles of beaten gold. They were dated 
by the experts of the Department of Antiquity at 
about 2,500 B.C. That is quite a discrepancy! 


The author of this section sets in opposition to 
the Eden account the Neanderthal race, ignoring 
the current theory that this race was a contet- 
porary of the vaunted Cro-Magnon race, and calm- 
ly offers to Christian students the out-moded errors 
that spring from the earlier attempts to og 
culture by the type of stone work common to tha 
culture. 


The real work of demolition begins, howevé, 
in the section entitled “The Exodus From Egy?! 
On Page 28 the typical methods of destructive 
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aiticism are applied to the problem of the date of 
the Exodus, which is set by this writer in the 
thirteenth Century B.C. The text states that the 
went must have been after 1300, “since it is al- 
nost certain that the Exodus from Egypt under 
Yoses took place sometime after 1300, we are 
brought back to about 1700 for the date of Jo- 
gph.” Thus @ postulation is made the authorita- 
tive premise upon which to base a second assump- 
tion. 


This method is followed all the way through 
this section, after the custom of the German 
technique in “higher” criticism. As on Page 37, 
where the text states that Pithom is probably iden- 
tified with an ancient site in the valley that con- 
nects the Nile with Lake Timsah—built by Ra- 
meses II], who lived about 1301-1234 B.C. Israel 
labored on this site at that time. Since Israel was 
probably in Palestine by the third quarter of the 
Thirteenth Century, around 1250 to 1225 B.C., 
“therefore, if this is so, the Pharaoh of the Op- 
pression must have been Seti.” (C. 1319-1301). 


Here we meet the subtle and destructive con- 
dusions as they are now developed in the text of 
this “Atlas.” On Page 39 the statement is made 
that Jericho was destroyed in the Fifteenth Cen- 
tury B.C., rebuilt, and destroyed again in the 
Fourteenth Century B.C. “Some scholars here con- 
dude that the Exodus was in late Fifteenth or 
early Fourteenth Century. Other facts, however, 
appear to indicate that Moses and Joshua lived in 
the Thirteenth Century. In that case Joshua could 
not have captured Jericho, because the city was 
not then in existence.” 


The reader can draw his own conclusions here! 
Two authorities are in direct conflict here: The 
Word of God and the Westminster Atlas! 


Such material abounds in this section. The mir- 
acles are all reduced to a plane of naturalism. 
“Manna” is a honey gathered from a species of 
tamarish; the Red Sea was crossed when a wind 
blew the waves back; it wasn’t the Red Sea, but a 
small lake; and all of those conclusions dog- 
matically presented, based upon pure speculation. 


The writer sometimes reduces his arguments to 
an unconscious and absurd refutation of his own 
Premise. As when he states that the total number 
of Hebrews in the Exodus was small, between 
2,000 and 6,000 persons. (He frankly and bla- 
tantly rejects the authority of Chapters 1 and 26 
of the Book of Numbers). The humor of this be- 
tomes apparent when we remember that the active 
warriors Out of a “horde” of 6,000 men, women 


and children conquered the war-like hosts of 
Canaan! 


This book would be a grand thing to have in 
your library, if you could get the maps and geo- 
Paphical data divorced from the absurdities of 
pe modernistic interpretations which poison the 
tate The word “Westminster” has certain conno- 
ons that connect it with fidelity to the Faith in 
oa times; it is a sad prostitution of a great name 
t append it to a work as questionable and, ques- 
loning as this. —Harry Rimmer. 


THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS 
By Alexander Marlowe 


Published by Research Science Bureau, Berne, 
Ind. Price, $1.00. 


Dr. Robert Dick Wilson said, “No man who has 
lived into the Twentieth Century knew as much 
about Hebrew and the cognate languages as did 
Alexander Marlowe. Being also a poet, he was 
better qualified to translate the book of Genesis . 
into English than any man I have ever known.” 


This new translation of Genesis is the result 
of Dr. Marlowe’s acceptance of this challenge, 
and it is a classic of perfection and beauty. 
It is not intended to replace the King James 
Version, but should be used as collateral reading 
with the old and familiar text. 


The new translation does not follow the chap- 
ter and verse method, but presents the Genesis 
text after the Hebrew fashion, in a series of 
epochs. It also follows the poetic construction 
which predominates in the original version, and 
much of the beauty of the Hebrew structure is 
thus retained. 


One of the most valuable features of the book 
is the manner in which the translator follows the 
form of the Hebrew verbs, shedding great light 
upon the hidden meanings of many paragraphs. 
The casual reader of the authorized version might 
miss the fact that Cain and Abel were twins, but 
this translation makes it very clear. 


Every preacher and Bible teacher should have 
this delightful text in his possession. It will bring 
much light and fresh interest to the study ot 
Genesis and enrich his studies in the “Book of 
Beginnings.” —Harry Rimmer. 

»>—~Dee- 


THE PREACHER’S VOICE 
Wm. C. Craig and R. R. Sokolowsky. The Wart- 
burg Press, Columbus, Ohio. Price $2.00. 








This book is priced at two dollars—and is worth 
two hundred! If any minister can buy but one 
book in 1945, this should be the one purchased. 
A minister makes his living by his voice, yet not 
one in fifty of us understand the mechanics of 
speech or the basic rules of the science of pho- 
niatrics. Even more important is the fact-that the 
successful propagation of the gospel depends 
largely upon the spoken word, since it pleased 
God to save the world “by the foolishness of 
preaching.” This reviewer has been listening to 
preachers for nearly fifty years, has been preach- 
ing for thirty years, and still feels safe in saying 
that not one preacher in two score makes full, 
proper and effective use of his voice. 


Every seminary in America should have a 
competent department of speech, and should use 
this book as a text for class room study. It is the 
finest, simplest, but most authoritative work in 
its field we have ever seen. The book was written 
because the authors believed the Bible to be the 
Word of God, and desired to help the ministers 
of that Word present it in attractive and effective 
fashion. 


The plan of the book is logical, and the ma- 
terial is presented in an entertaining fashion with- 
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out sacrificing the scientific value and accuracy 
of the work. The first chapter seeks to arouse in 
the preacher a proper appreciation of the art of 
phoniation, and to awaken in him a sense of 
the priceless value of his voice. It ruthlessly 
points two common faults so often met with in 
the pulpit, and notes the unfavorable reaction of 
such failings upon the listening public. It raises 
certain important questions, the answer to which 
will aid the reader to make-a proper evaluation 
of his own voice and its effectiveness, and ends 
with a plea for the proper use of the organ which 
God gave to man for the oral expression of 
thought. 


Chapter two deals with the mechanism of the 
voice, and the writer has done a rare thing in 
making technical facts of anatomy clear and 
simple for the lay reader. We venture to state 
that this chapter, the longest one in the book, 
will be something of a revelation to the average 
reader. Correct postures are shown for each of 
the many “organs” which contribute to speech, 
and simple contrasts are given to show the differ- 
ence between silent and phonatory breathing. 
Then follow chapters on “Common Ills of the 
Preacher’s Voice,” “The General Hygiene of the 
Preacher’s Voice,” “Special Voice Training,” “The 
Delivery of the Sermon,” and “The Interpretative 
Reading of the Scriptures.” Each chapter is price- 
less in its field, and together they make up a 
volume which it is imperative for you to own, 
study and apply. The Wartburg Press is to be 
congratulated upon this splendid volume. 


—Harry Rimmer. 


———_—_—> me ~~ 


THE TRIUMPHS OF FAITH 


G. Campbell Morgan. Fleming H. Revel Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. Price, $2.00. 


The stalwart heroes of faith that we have read 
about in our Bible since childhood are discussed 
with freshness and fascination in this recent vol- 
ume of Dr. Morgan’s. Strictly speaking, this work 
is an exposition of Hebrews 10:27-12:3. The 
author believes that Hebrews is preeminently the 
document of faith and an expatiation of the prin- 
ciple given to the perplexed prophet Habakkuk: 
“The just shall live by faith.” 


In the first chapter Dr. Morgan declares that 
faith is the principle of life and must be interpret- 
ed in the light of Biblical literature. He is con- 
vinced that a creed is valuable but that faith must 
go even beyond a creed. In this connection he 
writes, “But faith in the Bible is always something 
that reaches through until it touches God; through 
the smoke of battle, through the murk and misery 
that appals us, through the darkness of the hour, 
through the threatening forces of evil that seem 
so rampant—through, beyond and behind that, 
yes, above that to God. Faith is that which reaches 
Him and touches Him.” The nature of faith is dis- 
cussed in the second chapter and is based on the 
classic utterance of Hebrew 11:1, “Now faith 
is the assurance of things hoped for, the proving 
of things not seen.” The third chapter discusses 
the fundamentals and the exercises of faith. From 
this point forward the author has selected illus- 
trations from the stream of history, from Abel to 
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our Lord, showing the place of faith in life, Th 
closing chapter discusses faith in relation to the 
present times. It is a great conclusion to a brilliant 
series. The final note is that the faith for th 
present time is a Calvary-centered faith. In this 
connection he states, “The focal point of th 
Revelation is not found in the birth, is not found 
in the teaching, is not found in the wonderfy| 
miracles. Where is it found? On the ‘green hill 
outside the city wall.’ If I want to see God, I go 
to Calvary and when I see God there I find oy 
He is not indifferent in spite of all the stupig 
things that stupid men are saying . . . And I fing 
that God is winning the victory that will open the 
gates for the return of man to himself.” 


Such expositions as these are always needed but 
especially in days such as ours when men are a 
their wits’ end. These messages will delight and 
nourish the souls of Bible students. We need 
more such books to successfully meet the grim 
realities of our present situation. 

—John R. Richardson, 


_———_s 2 oe 


NOT ALL THAT GLITTERS 


By Louise Harrison McCraw. Fleming H. Revel 
Company, New York, N. Y. Price $1.25. 


She’s done it again. Miss McCraw has looked 
deeply into the war-torn hearts of the young 
people of today. From them she has discovered 
Gail, who knows the true meaning of life; Jack, 
who’s on the road to finding it; Carolyn, who isn't 
too much bothered; Dave, who knows and cares 
deeply; and Frank, who neither knows nor cares. 


In these and others, the blessedness of sacred 
love far outshines—and outlasts—any other kind. 
The open secret of the Christian’s inner happiness 
is clearly explained. And that which the world is 
seeking—true peace—is found to abide with those 
who know how to look for it. 

—Martha Reid Bedinger. 


Open Windows 
By A Visitor To Montreat 


(See Daniel 6:10: “And his windows being 
open.” Suggested while at Montreat.) 


We are bringing you a souvenir from Montreat. 
This sermon came as a suggestion while 
and reading a book found at the book store called 
“The Lower Levels of Prayer.” 


At the head of one of the chapters is this que 
tation: “And I added another resolve—to be # 
wide open towards people and their needs as | am 
towards God. Windows open outward as well 3 
upward. Windows especially open downward where 
people need most.” 


These words caught our. attention and as ¥é 
meditated upon them our mind went back 
Daniel and his open windows as he prayed three 
times a day. Just why Daniel prayed with ope 
windows we do not know, unless he wanted to se 
as far as possible towards Jerusalem and to f 
that there was nothing between him and his pe 
ple and his God. 
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Open windows are good for our bodies. The 
fresh air and sunshine help our lungs and our 
yhole system. 


Open windows are good for our souls. When a 
house is shut up it gets musty and damp and foul 
melling. The first thing you want to do is to 
open the windows and let the foul air out and the 
fresh air in. “Clear the darkened windows open 
yide the door and let a little sunshine in.” 


let us think about doing something like this 
for our souls. 


l. The windows of the soul should be open in- 
wrd so that all the warmth and pureness and 
beauty of God can come in, especially when we 
try to pray. 


Sometimes we seem to be trying to pray with 
the windows closed. There is a sort of deadness 
md dullness and mustiness about our prayers. It 
al seems so powerless and fruitless. Let us find 
wt what it is that keeps out the feeling of the 
presence of God. 


It may be sin in some form. “If I regard 
iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me.” 
Unconfessed and unforgiven sin acts like a closed 
window. It may be lack of love towards the God 
towhom I am trying to pray. God knows whether 
we love him or not. If our heart is not in our 
prayer, we need not try to pray. It may be cold- 
ness towards our fellowmen. If so, we will have 
to leave the gift until we open the window. It 
my be absorption in worldly affairs. All the 
nises and distractions of a busy world may be 
coming in at one window while we try to have the 
other open towards God. Some of these windows 
my have to be closed while we keep the one 
towards God wide open. 


Now there is an abundance of fresh air and 
sunshine for us. God’s Grace is sufficient. Need 
not fear exhausting it any more than the little 
sparrow need fear exhausting all the air there is 
for him. God says “Open thy mouth wide and I 
vil fill it.” It seems to me I can hear Him say 
“Open the windows of your soul wide and I will 


“ your soul with my abundant, all-sufficient 
race, 


What wonderful things will take place in our 
wuls if we will but open the windows! Our 
thinking will be cleared up. We will no longer 
be all muddled and confused by the problems 
of life. Our eye will be single and we will see 
clearly and distinctly. Our feelings will be stirred. 
The coldness and deadness will depart and our 


—_ will be moved. Our faith will be strength- 


Let us remember that we need all the “in-rush” 
of all the sweet wholesome pure air of God’s sus- 
laining and freshening Grace when we pray. Some- 

€s it is a good thing to pause and breathe in 
atmosphere of Heaven before we try to pray, 
lst like a’ man filling his lungs with pure air 
¥ten coming out of a dusty barn. We ought to 


realize that we are in the presence of the Lord 
Most High. 


the 


I. The windows of our soul should be open 
ward—so that we can see the need of a sin- 
fd and sin-cursed world. 


Often it is our own soul that we need to see. 
David felt that way. “Out of the depth have J 
cried unto Thee.” It is awful how deep our souls 
can sometimes sink in sin and sorrow and despair 
and despondency. 


Then there are so many other people who are 
“in the depths.” They may be “down and out,” 
in sin, or discouragement, or sickness. Then there 
are people who for various reasons we “look down 
upon.” There are two ways of looking down. 
Sometimes we look down in pride and _ self- 
righteousness. Christ looked down in compassion. 
We can get another lesson here from Montreat. 
Dr. Lingle says “Speak to everybody at Montreat. 
They may not be as good as you are, but they 
may be better.” 


When Sam Higgenbottom went to India, the 
missionaries thought they would show him the 
worst side first and so they took him to a leper 
colony. He was just about overcome and started 
to rush for the open air holding his hand over his 
nose. Something stopped him at the gate and he 
began to see with His Master’s eyes. Beneath all 
the filth and rotting sores he saw souls as precious 
as any in the world. We know what a work he 
did for the lepers of India and how he changed 
their terribly miserable surroundings. 


There are other “outcasts of Israel” whom the 
Saviour would have us look for as our windows 
look down upon this needy world. Jesus spent 
much of His time with publicans and sinners. 


If we live high, our windows will look down 
upon many many people whom we can pray for 
and try to lift up. Many windows at Montreat 
look down upon the little valley below. Be sure 
we keep the windows of our soul open downward 
for there is a world of sorrow and suffering and 
sin at our feet. 


III. The windows of our soul should look out- 
ward—far out. 


Through our open windows we can often see 
the far away hills and mountains, the glowing 
sunset, the far distant horizon. The far off view 
is good for our souls. A woman went to an oculist 
once about her eyes. He said: “I want you to rest 
your eyes by looking at distant objects. You have 
been looking too much at your sewing and your 
books. Your eyes need the far off hills and blue 
sky to rest them. 


Surely, today, there is need for our souls to 
take the far-away look—to have this window 
wide open. ; 


Many of our best loved men are far away, scat- 
tered to the four corners of the earth. The first 
Church in Spartanburg has a map of the world 
and wherever one of the men from their church 
has gone they stick a little flag on the map. 
Whether we have the flags or not, our eyes and 
hearts are far away. This window is surely wide 
open today! 


Then there are these far off lands—it is true 
that they do not seem quite so far—but these 
far off lands in all their misery. The needs are 
simply stupendous. I read of a man who had this 
plan. He bought a map of the world for a few 
cents and then divided it into six parts by lines. 
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Each day of week he would take one of these di- 
visions and look at it and repeat slowly and 
earnestly The Lord’s Prayer, thinking of each 
land as he repeated it. Try it, and see what a world 
vision it gives you! 


Paul took such a look as he longed to go to the 
very end of the: earth preaching the glorious 
Gospel of Christ. 


Our Blessed Lord took such a look when He laid 
aside His royal glory and came to seek and to 
save the lost. 


We need to open our windows wide and look 
far away today as we pray. 


IV. Our windows need to be open upward— 
far up above our earthly atmosphere with its 
space full of the rushing airplanes and the smoke 
and noise of battle. 


There are always marvellous things to see “in 
the sky.” 


This is true of our natural world. The sun in 
all its glory, the moon in its subdued beauty, the 
stars in their twinkling majesty, the floating 
clouds colored by the sun. There in that far above 
sky everything is so calm and peaceful and ma- 
jestic, so different from the blazing inferno we 
have here on earth. I think we need our upward 
open window most of all. David said “I will look 
up.” 


There are some things we will see with the eye 
of the soul if our window opens upward. When 
Isaiah came to his people he opened this window 
wide. “Lift up your eyes on high and behold 
who hath created these things.” “It is He that 
sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the in- 
habitants there of are as grasshoppers that stretch- 
est out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in.” 


We believe the great vision that men need to 
see is this—both the proud world rulers and the 
humble Christian—the one to tremble at the wrath 
of God and the fearful impending judgment, the 
other to trust and not be afraid. Up there is God, 
the Maker and Controller of Heaven and earth. 
Up there is the everlasting throne, unshaken by 
the tottering of thrones down here. Up there 
is the Kingdom of God and it is coming down 
here. The very wrath of angry men killing and 
destroying each other on earth, will praise Him 
who sits on the throne. 


And when we see through this open window 
there are some sweet and blessed feelings, which 
flood our souls. There is the feeling of Peace and 
Calm like the Peace and Calm up there. There is 
a sense of Security—an absence of fear. We hear 
again these words of our King “Fear not, little 
flock. It is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom.” We learn to Trust as we 
look through this open window and see Him on 
the throne. Our bleeding and aching hearts re- 
ceive the healing balm of His Comfort. 


Let us keep this window open as we lift up 
our eyes “for our redemption draweth nigh.” 


Let us all remember to keep the windows of our 
souls open these days. We need all the sweet, 





$= 


pure wholesome fresh air of God’s grace that yw 
can get. We need the view from our window that 
looks down. There are lonely, sad, sin stained souls 
we can bless as the days are going by. We need 
that far off look’ at a mighty sad world an 
our own men in the midst of the misery. Aboy 
all, keep the window towards the.” 
must have Heaven and allt 


our souls! semine*l 46 
“Lord, The olf 
M reorery ; N. 3 : soul, 
Lil pence” ows of old, 
Op. . -spirit-filled within; 


So .iean and free from sin, 
Thou wilt approve. 
















Lord, when we pray, 
May the windows which look down 
Upon the multitudes around, 
Be open, that we may feel 
Our Lord’s compassion, and kneel 
With hearts of love. 


Lord, when we pray, 
As from windows we look out 
Far beyond the hills about, 
See those fighting far away; 
For our men, our country pray; 
For peace and love. 













Lord, when we pray, 
May we, with all thy pity, see 
The struggling world—humanity. 
May we pray “Thy Kingdom come”; 
May we pray “Thy will be done,” 
As done above. 










Lord, when we pray, 
May the windows in the sky 
Be open wide—Heaven high— 
May we see Thee on the throne; 
Thou who watches O’er thine own 
On earth; above. 









Lord, while we pray, 
With our windows opened wide, 
May we feel Thee by our side; 
Turn our hearts, our thoughts above, 
Sweetly trusting in Thy love— 
All fear remove.” 

















Wings For The Soul 
A Prayer For Peace 


O Lord God of Hosts, grant those who have 
gone forth to fight our battles by land or sea 
air, protection in danger, patience in suffering, 
and moderation in victory. Look with compassion 
on the sick, the wounded, and the captives, sane 
tify to them their trials, and turn their hearts unto 
Thee. For Thy dear Son’s sake, O Lord, pardon 
and receive the dying; have mercy upon the 
and fatherless, and comfort all who mourn. 0 gf 
cious Father, who makest wars to cease in 
world, restore to us, Thy people, spe 
blessing of peace, and grant that our 
troubles may be overruled to Thy glory, in the 
extension of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, am the 
union of all nations in Thy faith, fear, an 
Hear, O Lord, and answer us; for Jesus U@ 
sake. Amen. —E. Hawkins (1789-1882). 

















































